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What  I  know 

✓ 

about  my  Ancestors, 
and  thei  '  families. 

A3  so: 

Some  account  of  my 
W if e 1 s  Anc e s tors , 
and  their  Families. 


1535086 


By /Edward  Perkins, 
Weymouth  Ohio, 


II 


( 


PR3FAC3 


'  Having  been  requested  some  two  or  three  years  ago  by  my 
son,  to  write  down  what  I  Hnev?  eJbout  my  ancestors,  I  soon  began 
to  think  of  them,  and  to  write  down  some  things,  but  was 
surprised  to  find  how  little  I  knew  about  them.  Arid,  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  it  is  to  be  wondered  at  when  circumstances  are 
considered. 

There  was  no  family  record  older  than  that  of  my  parents. 

Ily  father  lost  both  of  his  parents  while  in  his  minority.  And 
my  mother’s  mother  died  seme  eleven  years  before1  I  was  born, 
and  her  father  died,  soon  after  I  was  four  years  old,  so  that 
I  have  had  no  grandparents  to  learn  from. 

1.1"  parents,  like  most  others  that  have  to  labor  for  their  ' 
living,  thought  and  spoke  more  of  the  present,  than  of  the  past, 
and  they  have  both  been  dead  for  over  thirty  years,  so  that  there 
has  been  no  opportunity  to  consult  them. 


A;  to  the  ancestors  of  my  wife ,  1  did  not  know  that  there 
were  any  such  persons ,  as  she,  and  they,  until  after  I  was 
twenty-one  years  old . 

After  the  marriage  of  myself,  and  ■  ife,  v/e  lived  some 
twenty  miles  from  her  uncles  and  aunts,  and  they  never  visited  us, 
or  we  tfhem,  until  just  before  v/e  left  Connecticut,  we  called  on 
some  of  them,  only  for  a  short  time. 

Yve  lived  seme  eight  miles  from  my  wife's  parents  and  our 
visits  with  them  were  not  frequent  or  long. 


y  i 


It  was  about  five  years  after  our  marriage  that  v/e  left 
Conn,  and- since  then  I  lad  only  my  wife  to  speak  to  about  her 
relatives,  and  she  has  now  been  dead  over  twelve  years. 

Added  to  all  the  other  reasons  for  knowing  so  little  about 
the  ancestors  of  myself  and  wif e ,  is  the  fact  that  I  am  over 
eighty-four  years  old,  and  probably  my  memory  has  lost  much  which 
I  once  knew. 

But  I  have  done  the  best  I  could  under  the  circumstances . 


Weymouth,  Ohio 
Oct.  10, 


kdward  Perkins 
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Section  1st  My  Grandfather , 
Edward  Perkins 


Of  ay  ancestors  on  ;av  fathers  side,  I  knew  nothing  farther 


back  than  ay  grandfather,  and  but  little  of  him 


the  time  or  dace  of 


his 


birth 


He 


lived  in  the 


xj. 


I  do  not  know 
or  them  part 


of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Bethany  in  hew  Haven  County,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  the  place  being  some  twelve  or  thirteen 
miles,  north  or  northwestwardly  from  Hew  Haven  City  on  the 
turnpike  road,  that  used  to  go  from  Hew  Haven  to  Litchfield  in 
that  state. 


mis  name  was  Edvard  Perkins,  and  he  married  a  Hiss  Thomas, 


whose  given  name  I  do  not  know  new,  if  I  ever  did.  I  think  her 
fathers  name  was  Israel  Thomas,  but  I  am  not  very  sure  of  that. 

I  have  heard  my  father  speak  of  his  grandfather  Thomas,  and  of 
one  uncle  and  of  one  cousin  of  that  name,  but  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  of  any  consequence  about  them.  I  only  know  that  the  cousins 
given  name  was  Parley,  and  that  he  was  seventy  ^ears  or  more 
younger  than  his  father. 

My  grandfather  lost  his  wife,  *  ho  died  of  consumption,  (I 
believe)  about  1780,  leaving  four  children,  whose  names  v/ere 
Israel,  Edward ,  IJary  and  Electa.  He  married  again  afterward  to 
Miss  Rosanna  Judd,  and  died  of  consumption  about  1788,  leaving  , 
two  more  daughters  whose  names  were  Rosanna  Levs,  and  Anna . 

(I  would  just  say  that  his  widow  married  again  to  Hr.  lames  Brown 
and  had  one  son  and  two  daughters  more  and  died  of  cancer  as 
(she  died  Nov  9th,  1821)  late  as  1820,  I  think  and  perhaps 
later  still.  My  grandfather  was  a  farmer,  by  occupation,  and 


c-.il 


kept  a  public  house. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  was  disposed 
to  consider  it  as  impolitic,  and  perhaps  as  wrong,  but  after  the 
war  had  fairly  begun,  he  became  one  of  its  firmest  supporters, 
and  when  the  British  captured  Hew-Hwven,  July  fifth  1779  he 'was 
so  earnest  in  trying  to  get  the  militia  to  turn  out  and  oppose 
tham  that  he  received  from  the  Tories,  and  faint  hearted  ones,  the 


mock  title  of  "General*'  which  stuck  to 


him 


to  the 


end 


of  his 


life, 


,omc 


■n  years  later.  The  peoples  of  Bethany  are  spoken 


or  in  "Connecticut  Historical  Collections  ,  as  being  accustomed 
to  give  nicknames,  and  my  parents  said  the  same  thing  of  them. 

LIv  grandfather  had  three  brothers  whose  names  were  Samuel, 
Peter  and  Bbcnener.  There  was  also  one  sister  that  I  have  heard ' 
my  father  speak  of  a  Mrs.  Beecher  but  I  know  nothing  more  of  her. 
I  suppose  she  must  have  died  before  my  birth  or  certainly  before 
my  remembrance. 
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Ssction  2nd  My  Grandfathers 
Brother  Samuel  Perkins . 


Samuel  Perkins  who  I  think  was  the  oldest  of  the  four 
brothers,  moved  into  some  part  of  the  State  of  Hew  Tori:  when 
the  country  there  was  new,  and  as  means  of  travel  and  communica¬ 


tion  were  not  then  as  they  are  now,  there  wsj 


7  little  heard 


of  him  or  his  family  after  that  removal.  I  think  I  was  nearly 
or  quite  fifteen  years  old  before  I  knew  that  ray  father  had  such 
an  uncle,  and  then  my  mother  accidentally,  or  incidentally  spoke 
of  him  in  my  hearing. 


He 


had , a  family  (I  believe)  some  years  before  his  removal 
but  I  know  nothing  about  them  except  I  raivs  heard  my  father  speak 


of  one  son  of  his  by  th< 


given  name 


of  booster  *  and  I  think  he 


was  some  years  older  than  my  feather  was. 


Some  years  after  I  * ad  found  out  that  there  was  such  a 
relation  my  cousin,  3.  P.  Grille;?  worked  for  a  while  in  the  City 
of  Albany,  (he  made  pocket  books)  and  at  the  hotel  where  he 
boarded  there  were  several  members  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  as  boarders,  and  one  of  them  hearing  my  cousin  called  as  he 
usually  was  by  the  name  of  Perkins,  enquired  him  out  and  said 
that  his  name  was  Perkins,  and  that  he  was  a  son  or  grandson  (  I 
do  not  remember  "which)  of  Samuel  Perkins. 


I  do  not  recollect  that 
Samuel  P:r  ion  or  his  family. 


er 


:  •  vy  %.«. 


rjrrthi  n& 


rao  re  of 


■Section  3rd  ily  Grandfathers 
Brother  Peter  Perkins > 


I  do 


not  know- whether  motor  Perkins  was  older  than  my 


grandfather  or  not,  but  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  as  so, 
though  I  think  that  he  lived  considerably  longer  than  my 
grandfather  did.  Ke  lived  not  more 
my  grandfather  in  Be  than"' ,  where  he 


-\  - 


than  two  or  three  mi 
had  a  farm  and  family 


0.0^  from 


s?  c< 


v  ) 


but  I 


do  not  know  how  large  his  farm  or  family  either  of  them  were. 


I  have  seen  three  of 


\  -i  a 


jIj. 


sons  viz:  Pot  or,  'Joel  and  Harvey,  and 


I  do  not  know  of  any  other  sons  or  any  daughters  though  there 
may  have  been  both.  Peter  the  second  lived  on  the  farm  that  his 


father  left  and  raised  (I  believe)  a 
was  named  Peter. 


"1 


urge  family  one  of  which 


Joel  lived  in  various  daces 


and 


fo: 


some  years  in  our  town 


of  km  ter bury ,  though,  several  miles  distant  from  us.  I  think  from 
wliat  knowledge  I  had  of  him  and  his  family,  that  they  were  not 
any  great  acquisition  to  any  place  in  any  sense  except  numerically. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  one  of  his  sons  told  me  that  one  wife 
had  nine  children,  and  the  other  wife  ten  children. 


Harvey  Perkins  lived  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  I  believe  was 
a  respectable  farmer  there.  Of  his  family  I  have  no  knowledge. 

I  think  I  never  saw  him  but  once  and  then  only  for  an  hour  or  two 
when  he  called  at  our  house  in  mv  boyhood  days. 
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Section  Vth  My  Ghandf athefs 
Brother  EbeheZer  Perkins 


My  grandfathers  youngest  brother  Ebenezer  Perkins  lived  in 
Bethlem  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and  I  believe  was  a  farmer. 
Be  was  the  only  one  of  my  fathers  uncles  that  I  had  any  personal 
knowledge  of,  and  I  never  saw  him  but  once  when  he  visited  at  my 
fathers  over  one  night,  in  the  days  of  my  boyhood.  I  think  my 
father  visited  him  once  or  twive ,  after  I  was  old  enough  to 
remember.  He  lived  until  I  was  some  twenty  three  or  perhaps 
twenty  five  years  old. 

.  As  to  his  family  I  think  that  he  had  but  one  son  and  one 
daughter  of  whom  I  knew  very' little  as  I  never  saw  either  of  them 
and  never  heard  much  of  them. 


In  regard  to  religious  profession,  I  have  the  idea  that  my 
grandfather .was  a  member  of  a  Congregational  church,  and  his 
brothers  Peter  and  Ebenezer  were  Deacons  in  the  Congregational 
churches  where  they  lived,  and  always  had  as  the  custom  was  in 
those  days  the  title  of  Deacon  given  to  them  whey  they  were  spoken 
to,  or  spoken  of. 


Section  5th 


—  My°i1ateicr  Edward  Perkins 


My  father  was 'the  second  son,  and  second  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  Feb  7,  1769.  He  was  named  Edward  arfter  his  father. 

His  mother  died  when  he  was  about  eleven  years  old,  and  his  father 
died  when  he  was  about  nineteen  years  old. 


He' stayed  on  the 


farm 


that  his  father  had  left,  with  his 
brother,  a  few  years,  and  then  hired  out  for  a  year  to  John  Thomas 
Esq.,  a  farmer  living  not  far  away  and  worked  his  time  out 
faithfully.  His  wages  were  but  little  more  than  One  Dollar  a 
week  and  with  the  money  thus  earned  he  bought  the  first  pair  of 
oxen  that  he  over  owned. 


He  was  married  to  Miss  Lois  Abbott  Oct  14,  1793  being  then 
in  his  twenty  fifth  year.  His  wife  died  Sept  27,  1794  of  scarlet 
fever,  leaving  him- a  daughter  only  a  few  days  old, 'and  that  died 
within  a  few  weeks,  or  perhaps  two  or  three  months. 


He  was  married . again  to  Miss  Betsey  Feck,  Dune  24,  1795. 

He  lived  in  the  house  that  his  father  left  with  his  brother  and  hi 
family,  and  occupied  a  part  of  the  farm  that  had  been  his  fathers 
for  some  years,  and  then  sold  out  to  his  brother,  and  bought  a 
farm  in  th< 

New  Haven, 


is 


north  part  of  Haterbury,  in  the  same  County  of 


to 


which  he  removed  on  March  12.  1800. 


The  place  was  in  a  rather  run  down  condition,  and  buildings 
were  old  when  he  went  there,  but  by  persevering  industry,  and 
ecomony  on  the  part  of  both  himself,  and  his  wife,  they  succeeded 
in  producing  a  better  state  of  things  before  very  long. 
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They  built  a  bam  first,  arid  afterward  a  house,  and  at  the 
end  of  tea  years  had  things  in  a  much  better  condition  than  when 
they  went  there,  though  the  wife  was  sickly  some  part  of  the  time. 


There  were  born  to  them  in  those  ten  years  four  children,  being 
all  that  they  ever  had.  The  first  two  were  daughters  but  neither' 
of  them  lived  to  be  over  four  weeks  old.  The  other  two  w6re  sons, 
and  both  lived  to  be  men.  (There  will  be  some  account  of  them 
hereafter . ) 

They  prospered  in  business  some  years  after,  and  made  some 
additions  to  the  farm,  but  after  a  few  years  more  became  embarrased 
by  under  waiting  for  a  neighbor  which  made  a  good  deal  of  trouble, 
besides  causing  a  pecuniary  loss  of  some  Four  Hundred  Dollars, 
if  I  recollect  rightly. 


In  the  summer  of  1D19  my  mother  was  taken  sick,  and  though 
she  got  better  after  a  few  weeks  she  was  not  able  to  do  her 
house  work  for  about  ten  years  afterward* 


''/hen 


my  mother  had  got  a 


sit  up,  and  walk  about  the 


house 


little 
s  Oiiie , 


better 


the 


*  so 
barn 


as  to  be 
was  struck 


able 


ky 


to 


lightning  and  burned  with  all  its  contents  consisting  of  hay, 


grain  and  farming  utensils,  together  with 
it.  Tmore  was  no  insurance,  and  the  oss  1 
especially  the  loss  of  bread  stuff  for  the 


a.'o  sheds  attached  to  ' 
/as  quite  considerable, 
year. 


Lut  the  loss 
our  fellow  citizens. 


was  considerably  lessened 


by  the 


i.1 


indness  of 


The  barn  was  burnt  on  Sunday  the  eighth 


of 


ust  and  on  blond  ay  there  came  from 


■f*  b  p 


centre  of  the  town 


(nearly  three  miles  awajr)  a  carpenter  to  see  what  the  loss  was, 
and  v/hat  v/as  wanted  toward  building  again,  and  he  also  invited 
my  father  to  attend  a  meeting  which  had  been  called  for  that 
evening  at  the  centre.  my  father  attended  the  meeting  and  was 
asked  nto  state  his  loss,  and  what  he  wished  about  building  again 
and  though  he  thought  it  best  to  wait  until  spring  the  meeting  said 
now  is  the  time  to  build,  and  so  the  carpenter  presented  a  bill 
of  the  needed  timber,  and  some  agreed  to  get  one  part,  and  some 
another  part,  and  before  the  next  Sr.nday  nearly  all  the  timber  was 
hewed,  and  delivered  on  the  ground,  and  by  the  end  of  the  second 
week  the  frame  of  a  new  barn  was  standing  where  the  other  had 
stood,  and  nearly  or  quite  all  the  timber,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  labor  were  donated.  Also  the  labor  of  hauling  out  the  ashes 


and  manure,  and  fixing  up  the  underpinning  were  donated.  There 


were  also  quite  a  number  c  f  bushels  of  grain,  and  some  lumber, 
and  some  other  things  donated,  Whether  there  were  canv  cash  dona¬ 
tions  I  do  not  know,  but  think  most  likely  there  were  some.  I 
remember  one  donation  of  a  gallon  of  rum  which  was  then  thought 
quite  necessary  at  the  raising  of  buildings.  LIy  father  had  another 
barn  some  half  a  milo  from  hi3  home ,  that  had  hay  in  it,  and  there 
was  a  small  building  that  had  some  three  or  four  loads  of  poor  hay 
in  it  saved  from  the  fire,  although  it  stood  but  fifteen  feet  from 
one  of  the  sheds  that  was  burnt.  Uy  father  was  thus  enabled  to 
keep  a  horse,  some  working  cattle,  and  two  or  three  cows  through 
the  winter. 
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He  did  not  get  hir.  ncv;  barn  finished  until  the  next  year  and 
and  he  afterwards  put  up  nov:  sheds  better  than  those  that  were 
burned,  and  also  a  small  barn  to  take  the  place  of  the  building 
that  was  saved  from  the  fire. 

He  lived  on  his  farm  until  1532,  hen  he  sold  it  and  the  next 
year  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Meyr^outh,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  which  occur  red  Fob.  eleventh  1854,  v/hen  he 
was  eighty  five  years  and  four  days  old. 

My  mother  died  Dec.  tenth  1856  aged  eighty  two  years  four 
months  and  thirteen  days . 

My  father  died  of  inf 1 -nation  of  the  lungs,  brought  on  by  a 
hard  cold,  and  my  mother  died  of  old  age  and  paralysis. 

I.Iy  father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  but  was  mechanical 
enough  to  make  and  mend  his  tools  on  the  farm  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  also  to  make  a  bill  of  timber  for  any  frame  that  he 
wanted . 


lie  was  very  fond 
it  was  in  consequence 
occurred  during  his  re 
sunny  morning,  when  he 
•as  engaged  in  carding 
gentleman  that  lived  a 
“Good  morning  Mr. 'Perk 
you  this  morning •  On 
man  that  is  prouder  of 
^orlrins" . 


of  raising,  and  working  GOOD  HJJD  ST12HS ,  and 
of  this  fondness  that  the  following  incident 
sidonco  in  fat sr bury.  It  was  on  a  cool,  but 
had  let  his  steers  out  of  the  stable,  and 
them,  that  he  was  surprised  by  an  old 
few  miles  away,  who  rode  up  and  called  out 
ins,  I  thought  I  would  come  and  worship  with 
e  of  his  Ohio  neighbors  said,  V,I  know  but  one 
a  good  ox  team  thi 


1 


Lai!  I  am,  and  that  is 


My  father  had  the  misfortune  when  young  (I  know  not  how  \roung ) 
to  loose  the  hearing  of  one  ear,  entirely  in  consequence  of  a 
swelling  in  his  head,  and  in  182 5  he  partly  lost  the  hearing  of 


the 

other  ear, 

so 

that  he 

any 

more  while 

ho 

lived. 

My  father 

was 

a  very 

conduct  toward  religion,  religious  people,  and  religious  services, 
but  was  never  a  member  of  any  Christian  church.  My  mother  was  a 
member  of  a  Congregational  church  ever  since  my  remembrance,  and 
I  know  not  how  much  before  until  her  death. 


Section 


6th  LI; 

rael 


Is 


r  Fanners 
Perkins 


nrotner 


My  grandfathers  eldest  child  was  a  son,  and  was  named  Israel, 


he 


I  think  after  his  grandfather  Thomas 
but  have  heard  my  father  say  that 

latter  part  of  1767  or,  perhaps 


I  have  no  date  of  his  birth, 
.■as  but  little  lore  than  a 


year  older  that  he  was,  and  that  would  bring  uncles  birth  in  the 


as 


late  as  the 


beginning 


of  1768. 


the 

who 


He  1 
house 
was  a 


ived  nearly  or  quite  all  of  his  life  on  the  farm,  and  in 
that  his  father  had  occupied.  Me  married  Miss  Millie  Judd 
sister  to  his  stepmother.  The*'  had  but  two  children, 
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bother  of  them  daughters.  One  of  them  named  Calista,  I  think  died 
soon  of  ter  she  got  her  growth,  and  the  other  named  Leonora  married 
Isaac  7/arrcn,  and  became  the  motner  of  seven  or  eight  children. 

The  oldest  Israel  P.  became  a  Congregational  minister,  and  I 
think  a  D.D.  I  have  seen  his  name  in  the  Christian  Advocate  within  a 
few  years  past  as  the  author  of  a  bock  there  spoken  of.  He  is  if  now 
living  from  seventy  five  to  seventy  eight  years  of  age. 


The  second  one  /illiam  was  when  young  a  clerk  in  New  York  city. 
In  a  letter  which  I  received  from  Aunt 'Lounsbury  in  1C5$  she  spoke 
of  him  as  living  at*  -  Newburg  on  the  Hudson  River  in  the  State 
of  New  York* 

She  also  said  that  all  of  ’barrens  children  were  married,  and 
that  Harriet  lived  in  Now  Haven.  I  know  nothing  more  of  them. 


When  Hr.  Warren  was  a  young  man  he  was  quite  active,  and 
industrious,  and  was  foreman  in  a  shoe  shop  whore  there  were  a 
number  of  hands  employed,  and  he  acquired  some  property,  but  he 
afterward  became  dissipated,  and  his  father  in  law  was  by  proper 
authority  made  his  overseer  to  keep  him  from  spending  his  property. 
He  was  quite  offended  and  said  if  the  ?,Cld  man  wanted  to  take  care 
of  his  family  ho  might  have  the  privilege”,  and  he  loft  them  for 
several  years,  but  afterwards  became  the  subject  of  a  Temperance 
reformation,  and  cane  back,  and  lived  with  his  wife  until  he  died 
in  Dec.  1^57. 

Uncle  Israel  died  Some  ten  years  before  his  son  in  law,  aged 
about  eighty  years,  but  whether  a  little  over,  or  a  little  under 
that  I  do  not  Jmow. 

Aunt  Lillie  was  the  last  I  know  about  her  about  eighty-nine 
years  olu,  and  was  quite  well  and  smart.  I  do  not  think  that  I 
have  ever  heard  of  her  death  of  her  daughter  Mrs  barren's  though 
they  have  probably  both  of  then  long  since  passed  away. 


Section  7th.  Hy  Fathers  Sister 
Lnr  v  L oun s  bur  7 . 

V  ‘J 


i.Iv  grandfathers  third  child  was 
liary .  She  was  born  Ian.  thirteenth 
know  not  whon  to  hr  Hlias  Lo.  nsbury, 


a  daughter,  and  was  named 
1771.  She  was  married,  I 
and  became  the  mother  of 


four  sons,  and  one 
of  their  age  were, 
name  was  Ursula. 


daughter.  TP 
Major,  Newel, 


e  names  of  her  sons  in  the  order 
Merlin  and  Bolus.  Her  daughters 


Although  Aunt  Mary  was  younger  than  my  father,  her  children 
were  older  than  those  of  my  father  that 


1 i ve d ,  the  you ng e s t 
Ursula  being  about  a  year  older  than  myself.  Aunt  Mary  probably 
passed  her  whole  life  within  a  mile  of  where  she  was  born.  I  do 
not  mean  that  she  never  went  abroad,  but  that  her  home  was  within 
a  mile  of  where  she  was  born.  H.r  husband  was  a  farmer. 
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Of  her  sonc,  Hajor  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  where  he  was 
horn,  had  a  wife,  two  sons,  and  two  daughters. 

Newel  lived  on  the  home  farm,  was  not  married  until  somewhat 
advanced  in  life,  and  had  but  one  child,  a  daughter. 

I  do  not  remember  ever  hearing  of  the  death  of  either  of  the 
above  cousins,  but  as  they  were 'suite  a  number  of  years  older  than 
myself,  they  have  probably  gone. 

merlin  went  to  Michigan  but  I  do  not  know  what  part  of  it. 

Ho  died  of  cons vm.pt ion  in  the  fall  of  IB 53  leaving  two  children, 
both  daughters  I  believe,  but  no  wife,  as  he  had  lost  two  wives, 
and  one  or  two  children  before  that  time. 

Bolus  settled  at  lien;  Lisbon  the  county  seat  of  Columbiana  Co. 
Ohio  here  he  was  living  in  1857,  as  a  letter  from  his  mother  told 
me,  though  he  had  lost  his  wife  some  six  years  before. 

His  mothers  letter  said  that  he  had  five  daughters,  and  two 
sons,  which  were  vounger  than  the  daughters. 

It  seems  as  though  I  have  heard  of  his  death.  I  nay  be 
mistaken  about  it. 

Ursula  my  aunts  daughter  married  a  Lr  Hitchcock,  whose  given 
name  I  do  not  remember  and  1:  ved  but  a  mile  or  t-  o  from  where  she 
was  born.  She  had  two  children,  but  they  both  died  while  they  were 
young,  and  she  was  quite  an  invalid  herself.  I  have  not  heard  any¬ 
thing  about  her  for  a  long  time,  and  do  not  know  whether  she  is 
living  or  dead,  but  probably  the  latter. 

’.Then  I  was  east  in  the  fall  of  1858  aunt  wary  was  over  eighty- 
seven  years  old,  and  I  think  died  not  m..ny  months  after  that,  though 
I  cant  tell  exa  oily  \ /hen .  Her  husband  had  died  some  years  before 

that  time. 


Section  8th  LIv  Fathers  Sister 
Electa  Tuttle 


my  grandfathers  fourth 
Electa.  She  was  born  about 
time.  She  was  married,  I  do 
after  some  years  they  moved 
State  of  Kcv  York,  the  place 
the  City  of  Utica,  and  about 
New  Berlin.  The  country  was 
and  raised  a  family  of  four 
or  four  of  them  were  born,  I 


child  was  a  daughter,  and  was  named 
1773  though  I  do  not  know  the  precise 
not  know  when,  to  Hr.  Uri  Tuttle,  and 
to  Columbus ,  Chenango  County,  in  the 
being  some  forty  miles  southwardly  from 
three  miles  from  the  village  of 
then  new,  and  there  they  cleared  a  farm, 
sons,  and  three  daughters,  though  three 
think,  before  they  went  there. 


The  names  of  their  children  in  the  order  of  their  age  were 
Edward  Lv.ura,  Almon ,  Hurley,  Hutson,  Julia  and  Erie  line . 

Of  them  the  oldest  Perkins,  as  he  was  generally  called,  had  a 
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family,  out  I  do  not  know  anything  about  them,  not  even  how  many 
there  were. 


I  think  Perkins  died  beofre  he  was  very  old.  Laura  married 
a  Hr.  Horton,  but  was  left  a  widow  before  very  old,  and  the  only 
time  I  ever  saw  her  in  1343  she  had  one  daughter  that  was  a  young 
lady,  and  a  mc.therl ess  granddaughter  some  five  or  six  years  old.  I 
do  not  know  now,  whether  she  had  any  other  children. 

Almon  was  shot  and  killed  by  his  own  rifle  in  his  own  hands 
when  about  twenty  one  years  old . 

Hurley  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  a  seoond  wife  and  soxne 
children,  but  I  do  not  know  hoy:  many. 

Lets on  died  a  young  man. 

Julia  married  a  Hr.  Alcott,  and  lived  near  her  parents,  and 
had  I  believe,  two  or  three  children  when  I  was  there  in  Sept  1343. 

Smeline  was  married  1  believe,  but  died  before  I  was  there. 

Aunt  Tuttle  died  July  eleventh  1356,  and  was  some  eighty  two 
or  eighty  three  years  eld.  Uncle  Tuttle  wrote  to  me  soon  after  her 
death,  but  did  not  tell  me  his  age  nor  when  they  were  married, 
but  said  that  they  had  lived  together  over  sixty  years. 

I  believe  uncle  Tuttle  lived  a  year  or  two  after  her  death. 

I  think  all  their  children  excent  Laura  and  Julia  died  before  they 
did. 

Section  9th  LTy  Fathers  Half 
Sister  R os. amah  Iw vs  Gr alley. 

Hy  grandfathers  fifth  child,  and  the  first  of  his  second  wife, 
was  named  Hosannah  Lave.  I  do  not  know  the  date  of  her  birth  or  of 
her  marriage.  §he  was  married  when  quite  young  to  Hr.  H  o.ry  Grilley, 
and  they  Lived  hear  neighbors  to  us  from  my  earliest  remembrance 
until  we  left  that  part  of  the  country  when  I  was  over  twenty  eight 
years  old.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children  whose  names  in  the 
order  of  their  ages  were,  Ed  ard  P, ,  Julius  C. ,  Harriet,  George, 
V/illiam,  Henry,  Leve  Ann,  and  Emily. 

Of  these  children  three  were  older  than  myself,  and  five  were 
younger , 

Perkins  as  the  oldest  was  generally  called  never  married,  and 
it  was  well  that  he  did  not,  as  he  was  rather  dissipated,  and  did 
not  amount  to  much.  lie  had  some  mechanical  genius,  and  before  I 
left  Conn.,  I  helped  him  to  get  up  a  wooden  m^lel  for  a  press  of 
his  invention,  to  be  used  for  cutting  or  punching  buttons  from  the 
rolled  plates  of  metal,  and  when  I  was  back  there  some  sixteen  or 
eighteen  years  after,  I  found  his  press  at  work .  I  have  never 
heard  that  he  is  dead  but  think  that  he  probably  is,  as  if  living 
he  must  be  .nearly  ninety  years  old. 
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Julius  C.  went  into  the  State  of  new  fork,  near  Rochester 
I  think,  where  he  married  I  believe,  and  had  some  children,  and 
died,  when  perhaps  a  middle  aged  nan . 

Harriet  lived  single,  until  she  wa s  about  middle  aged,  when 
she  died. 

George  had  the  last  I  knew  of  him,  always  lived  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  where  he  was  born.  lie  married  Uis3  Delia  Denham,  and  had, 
when  I  heard  from  him  last,  two  sons,  both  of  them  married.  His 
only  daughter  died  when  a  young  lady. 

V/iiliam  was  shot,  and  killed  while  a  young  Plan,  leaving  a 
wife ,  and  one  little  child.  He  was  out  hunting,  and  sat  down  to 
crack  some  nuts,  and  while  doing  so  a  rabbit  came  in  sight,  and  he 
reached  for  his  gun  which  was  lying  near  on  the  ground,  and  catch¬ 
ing  it  by  the  muzzle  as  he  d rev/  it  toward  him,  it  went  off,  and 
killed  him. 

Henry  married  a  miss  Gunn,  and  when  I  heard  from  him  last 
had  two  sons,  and  one  daughter.  lie  lest  one  son  when  nearly  or 
quite  a  young  man. 


Leve  Ann  married  an  Any  1  i simian  bv  the  n 


•  v  »  \.y  uni  a.  x  a.  vy  vw  vaaa  maaq  j.  x  w  /  lid...  iO  v  o.  m  jl'.uu  v 

and  both  she  and  her  brother  Henry  had  always  lived  in  tin 
neighborhood  where  they  wore  born.  Three  daughters  were  the 
children  she  had,  and  when  I  heard  from  then  last,  some  eight  or 
nine  years  ago  they  were  all  married.  One  lived  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  one  in  Brooklyn,  H.Y. ,  and  the  youngest  in  Evansville, • Ind. 
The  youngest  of  aunts  children  Emily  married  James  P.  Goodwin,  and 
since  her  marriage  has  lived  in  the  City  of  Ha ter bury.  She  had  no 
children.  Aunt  Grilly  died  in  Nov  1056,  of  consumption  aged  about 
seventy  two  or  seventy  three  years. 

Undo  Grilley  lived  several  years  after  Aunts  death,  but  I 
do  not  know  how  long,  a®  I  do  not  know  when  he  died.  He  had  a 
home  with  his  son  George  after  Aunts  death. 


of  V/illiam  Cowd, 


. 

Section  10th 
My  Paths rs  Half  Sister 
Anna  Crook 

My  grandfathers  sixth,  and  youngest  child  was  a- daughter,  and 
was  named  Anna •  I  do  not  know  the  time  of  lier  birth,  or  anything 
about  her  early  d.:ys.  She  was  married  at  some  time  tc  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Crook,  whose  given  name  I  think  was  Jilliam,  and  she 
died  of  consumption  while  a  young  woman.  She  left  two  little 
children,  whose  na  les  were  Sophia,  and  George.  Sophia  was  brought 
up  by  her  grandmother,  and  uncle  George  by  Uncle  Israel  Perkins. 

Sophia  married  a  Ur  Holt,  who  kept  a  shoe  store  in  Albany  IT.Y. 
She  died  when  some  forty  years  old,  and  I  believe  left  some 
children  though  I  do  not  know  certainly  about  her  family  or  the 
time  of  her  death. 
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George  Crook  also  married  but  I  knov;  not  v:ho  his  wife  was, 
and  I  think  I  never  saw  her .  I  knew  but  very  little  of  that 
cousin  after  he  got  to  be  a  young  man.  In  fact,  I  did  not  knew 
very  much  of  him  when  he  was  young ,  as  we  lived  a  dozen  or  more 
miles  apart,  and  did  hot  visit  very  often,  and  I  did  not  care  to 
know  much  more  of  him. 


Hot  very  long  after  my  aunts  death  her  husband- left 
hater bury  where  he  had  lived,  and  where  my  aunt  died,  and  not  only 
left  his  lawful  children,  but  left  a  Ass  Clark  to  bring  up  a  boy 
that  she  named  Benjamin  Crook,  mid  I  think  Hr.  Crook  was  never 
heard  from  in  V/aterbury  any  more,  or  in  fact  any  where  about  that 
section  of  country. 

It  may  be  thought  strange,  that  I  know  so  little  of  aunt  Crook 
when  she  lived,  and  died,  in  the  same  town  where  I  lived,  but  I 
think  that  I  could  not  have  been  more  than  four  or  five  years  old, 
when  she  died,  and.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  seeing  her  or  her 
husband. 

Section  11th 
Hv  Grandfather  Peck 


As  it  was  with  my  ancestors  on  my  fathers  side,  so  it  is  with 
those  on  my  mothers  side,  I  knew  nothing  of  them  farther  back  than 

IT  S  ~ 

ra? 


my  grandfather. 


name  was  Roger  Reck,  and  lived  in  Bethany 


o 


om 


'two  miles  from  where  my  grandfather  Perkins  did,  and  near  the 


centre  of  what  was  then  the  Parish,  but  nov;  the  town . 


He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  from  what  I  have  heard  my 
mother  say,  I  think  did  business  enough  to  keep  two  or  three  Hands 
in  the  shop.  His  shop  was  once  burnt,  and  as  the  fire  was  in  the 
night,  it  was  so  far  along  before  discovered  that  nothing  could 
be  saved,  but  tools  and  stock,  including  a  quantity  of  charcoal, 
were  burnt  up  or  burnt  over.  But  he  soon  built  another  shop  and 
went  on  with  his  work. 


I  think  likely  that  he  was  born  in  the  place  where  he 
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or  near  there,  as  I  think  I  have  heard  my  parents  say  that  his 
father  died  nearby  there.  He  had  one  brother  that  lived  not  far 
fiorn  him,  and  he  died  there  many  years  ago.  I  have  seen  two  of 
his  sons  who  were  my  mothers  cousins,  vis:  Titus,  and  Jeremiah  Pick, 
and  also  a  sister  of  theirs,  a  Hrs  kimball  who  was  left  a  widow 
with  on  e  little  boy,  when  she  was  a  young  woman. 

I  have  also  heard  my  mother  speak  of  an  aunt,  that  I 
suppose  was  her  fathers  sister,  and  I  think  her  name  was  Peninah, 
as  my  mother  called  her  aunt  ?enr_a.  She  married  David  Hotchkiss  ,  Nso 
as  his  second  wife,  and  they  removed  to  the  south  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  near  the  Susquehanna  river,  when  the  country  there 
was  very  new.  She  had  some  childred  I  believe,  and  certainly  one 
“lighter  who  I  remember  to  have  heard  one  of  her  Hotchkiss  cousins 
peak  of  in  the  days  of  my  boyhood.  This  cousin  had  visited  there 
r.ot  long  before,  and  called  at  our  house  to  tell  my  mother  about  ' 
her  aunts  family.  He  said  that  this  cousin  of  his,  and  my  mother, 
was  the  wife  of  a  good  dutch  farmer,  and  had  a  large  family  among 
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which  were  three  boys  at  once  t ime ,  and  two  years  later  were  two 
girls  at  another  time.  She  lost  one  of  the  boys  but  those  that 
lived  were  twelve,  the  girls  were  ten  years  old  when  he  sa\v  them, 

I  do  not  remember  any  thing  farther  about  the  family,  neither  do  I 
know  whether  my  grandfather  had  any  other  brother  or  sister  besides 
those  I  have  mentioned. 

There  was  another  aunt,  that  I  have  heard  mother  speak  of, 
who  was  a  half  sister  to  either  her  father  or  her  mother,  I  do  not 
know  which.  She  was  a  Mrs  Baldwin,  but  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  her  or  her  husband,  '/hen  I  was  a  young  man  I  saw  two  of  their 
sons,  a  few  times,  One  of  them  was  a  circuit  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  other  vas  a  dry  goods  peddler, 
and  Yvent  with  a  horse  and  agon,  he  had  no  buggies  in  those  days. 

After  I  came  to  Ohio,  two  of  them  were  merchants  at  Illyria, 
of  which  I  think,  the  peddler  was  one. 


The  families  of  my  parents,  were  somehow  connected,  as  I  have- 
heard  them  say  that  they  were  second  cousins,  before  their  marriage, 
but  I  do  not  know  how  the  relation  came  but  think  that  each  had  a 
grandmother  that  was  a  Carrington. 


My  grandfather  married  Miss  Philena  Hine  about  1773,  Yvhose  mothei 
when  young  was  Elizabeth  Carrington  after  whom  my  mother  was 
nailed,  as  Elizabeth,  and  Betsey,  were  considered  the  same,  and  from 
whom  came  the  large  pewter  platter  that  we  have  in  the  house. 


My  grandfather  Peck,  and  his  wife,  became  the  parents  of  six  ' 
children,  three  sons,  and  three  daughters,  whose  names  were,  Betsey, 
Roger,  Levi,  Lydia,  and  Vinus,  besides  one  little  girl,  who  was 
scalded  to  death  by  the  breaking  down  of  a  trammel  or  hook,  that 
held  a  large  kettle  of  boiling  water.  She  was  the  second  child  of 
the  family  I  think,  and  was  laying  with  kittens  before  the  fire, 
and  Betsey  who  had  been  with  her,  had  a  moment  before  jumped  up, 
and  ran  to  the  door,  and  so  escaped. 

My  grandfather  lost  his  wife  about  1793,  and  his  oldest 
daughter  kept  house  for  him  about  two  years,  when  she  got  married, 
and  he  again  took  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Atwater,  who 
became  the  mother  of  two  daughters,  and  two  sons,  whose  names  in 
the  order  of  age  were,  Mary  Philena,  Salome,  Charles,  and 
John  Atwater. 

I  suppose  that  my  grandfather  was  a  respected  citizen,  as  he 
was  at  least  one  term,  and  I  think  several  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature. 


Some  years  before  his  death  he  gave  up  his  trade,  and  moved 
onto  a  farm  in  Materbury,  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Sept  17th  His  second  wife  lived  until  Nov.  fourth 

1C53  when  she  died,  at' about  ninety  three  years  of  age.  The  farm 
was  sold,  and  the  old  lady,  and  her  daughter  Philena  lived  in  the 
city  of  ’Materbury  many  years  before  her  death. 
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Section  12th 
II  y  Hot  her 


The  oldest  of  my  grandfather  Pecks  children  was  Betsey,  who 
was  my  mother.  She  was  born  July  twenty  seventh  1774,  and  lived 
at  home  until  her  marriage,  just  before  she  was  twenty  one  years  of 
age,  and  after  that  a  period  of  fifty  ei&ht  years  four  months  and 
thirteen  days,  until  my  fathers  death,  she  helped  him  to  make  a 
home,  and  shared  it  with  him.  Afterward  she  lived  with  me,  and  my 
family  two  years,  and  ten  months  until  her  death,  Dec.  tenth  18?6. 


Section  13th 

Ivly  Mothers  Brother  Roger  Peck 

The  second  of  my  grandfather  Pecks  children  that  lived  was 
Roger,  who  not  only  had  his  fathers  name  but  learned  his  trade,  and 
when  his  father  gave  up  his  trade,  Roger  went  on  with  it  at  the 
old  stand. 

He  married  Miss  Polly  Camp  but  I  do  not  know  when.  So  far 
as  I  remember  she  was  quite  a  pleasant  woman,  and  my  mother- seemed 
to  think- a  good  deal  of  her.  She  was  the  mother  of  one  son,  and  one 
daughter,  who  were  twins,  and  born  I  think  in  1805  as  I  think  they 
were  about  a  year  younger  than  myself.  Aunt  Polly  died  of  consump¬ 
tion,  about  1817,  when  her  children  were  about  twelve  years  old,  I 
think.'  The  boy  Sidney  was  brought  up  after  that  by  his  mothers 
father,  who  lived  in  that  part  of  Litchfield  in  Litchfield  County 
Conn.,  known  then,  as  South  Farms  Parish,  but  is  now  the  town  of 
Morris.  He  married,  and  -always’ staid  there,  was  I  believe  a  farmer 
and  served  several  terms  in  the  State  Legislature.  His  v/ife  was  a 
cousin  of  the  late  Samuel  Stoddard,  Esq.,  of  this  township. 

Miss  Juliet  2.  Peck  of  New  Haven, _in  a  letter  in  the  spring 
(1887)  wrote'?Mr.  Sidney  Peck  of  Litchfield  died  a- number  of"  years 
ago,  and  I  think  his  sons  are  dead  without  heirs,  but  I  may  be 
mistaken  about  all''.  The  foregoing  is  all  I  know  about  Sidney  Peck. 

As  to  my  uncles  daughter  Susan,  I  hardly  know  where  she  was 
brought  up.  I  think  she  was  sometimes  in  one  place,  and  sometimes 
in  another  place,  and  after  she  had  got  to  be  somewhat  past  her 
teens  I  think  she  went  into  the  neighborhood  where  her  brother 
lived,  and  got  married,  there,  and  if  she,  and  her  husband  agreed 
well  I  think  it  was  about  the  first  person  she  ever  did  agree  v ith 
very  long. 

Uhcle  Roger  ,  after  his  wives  death,  became  quite  despondent, 
and  gloomy,  and  took  to  using  strong  drink  too  freely,  and  although 
he  married  again  i  think  his  wife  was  no  help  to  him,  i  •  •<  u* 
unless  her  drinking  the  liquor,  prevented  him  from  getting  too  much. 
I  believe  that  I  never  called  on  him  but' once,  after  his  second 
carriage,  and  only  for  a  short  time  then,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
03 y  father  or  mother  ever  visited  him  after  that  marriage.  I  do  no. 
know  how  long  he  lived  or  when  he  died, 
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Section  14th 

My  Mothers  Brother,  Levi  Peck 


The  next  member  of  my  grandfathers  Fecks  family,  was  Levi, 
who  was  born  in  1730,  and  became  an  Armourer  or  Gunsmith, *  and 
worked  at  Springfield  Mass.,  in  the  United  States  armory  ,  and 
afterwards  for  six  years  at  Harpers  Perry  now  in  '.Test  Virginia,  • 

He  afterwards  came  back  to  his  native  place  (Bethany  parish)  and 
married  Hiss  Polly  Sperry  who  was  born  in  Sept  1790,  They  were 
married  in  Tune  1314,  he  being  about  thirty  four,  and  she  about  twenty 
four  years  of  age.  He  built  a  house  and  shop  in  /oodbridge,  (of 
which  Bethany  was  then  a  part,)  and  made  at  different  times 
various  articles  of  iron  or  steel. 


The  articles  that  he  made  that  I 
•which  he  worked  several  years  were  iron  candlesticks. 


:now  the  most  about,  and  at 


He  afterwards 

made  steel  l&cks  or  fastenings  for  pocketbooks,  wallets,  etc.  of  the 
sheet  iron  scraps  that  were  left  from  his  candlesticks.  They  were 
highly  polished,  and  so  hard  that  a  file  could  hardly  be  made  to 
scratch  them.  He  and  his  family  resided  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
awhile,  but  came  back  again,  to  his  place,  Y/hen  in  Philadelphia, 

I  believe  he  made  sword-  scabbards.  He  never  carried  on  a  large 
business  but  enough- to  support  his  family  and  something  more.  The 
sup;' or t  of  a  family,  probably  was  not  so  hard  for  him,  as  for  some 


other  men,  as 
prudent*  -  • 


his  family  was  small,  and  he  had  an  industrious, 


and  healthy  wife,  to  help  him. 


I  suppose  he  was  considered  a  respectable  citizen  as  his  fallow 
citizens  chose  him  once  at  least,  to  represent  them  in  the  State 
Legislature . 


This  uncle, 


and 


aunt  raised  but  one  child,  though  I  think  they 
lest  one  or  two  when  young .  Their  son  Lucius  Granville,  was  for  a 
time  a  student  at  Kenyon  College  in  this  State,  but  I  think  finished 
his  studies  at  Yale  College  which  was  only  some  seven  or  eight  miles 
from  their  home.  He  became  a  lawyer,  and  settled  in  Hew  Haven,  and 
was,  I  think  more  than  once,  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  from 
that  city. 


He  had  Quite  a  militia  e  xperience  when  a  young  man.  He  was 
elected  a  Captain  at  twenty  years  old,  and  the  next  3^ear  appointed 
on  the  staff  of  the  Brigadier  General  as  Brigade  quarter  Master, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  year,  discharged,  free  of  militia  duty  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,  though  he 
to  the  C-over nor  of  the  State 


afterward  served  one  year  as  Aid -de -Comp 
who  was  then,  and  I  presume  is  now 
"Captain  General,  and  Commander  in  C:  ief"  of  the  State  militia. 


Jriia 


th 


e 


Lucius  G.  Pock  married  Hiss 
mother  of  one  daughter  and  three  sons. 


|  ,  -  ry 

Hi  -*•  fj  Cl 


ibeth  Bro:  n, 
The  daughter 


who  bee aj.me 
Juliet  B. 


is  a  teacher  in  the  City  schools  of  Lew  IH;ven.  The  oldest  son 
Lucius  B.  died  abroad,  about  fiteen  years  ago* 


The  next  son  Arthur  died  in  Portland,  Cregon, 
.go  leaving  two  little  daughters.  T  s  youngest  son 


some 

lT  ^  ( 

Us.  V.  ». 


three 
:  Levi 


year? 

is 


married  but  has  no  children,  and  lives  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  H.Y 
LIy  uncle  Levi  Peck  died  in  lGpO  aged  about  70  years.  His  wife  died 
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Oct  8,  1874  aged  about  eighty  four.  Lucius  G-.  xcck  was  born 
July  20,  1816.  Died  Jan.  3  1073,  in  his  fifty  seventh  year.  He  was 
married  Sept  23,  1846.  --is  wife  was  born  Jan  20,  1822  and  died  May  5 
1858,  being  thirty  six  years  three  months  and  fifteen  days  old. 


Section  15th 

My  Mothers  Sister  Lydia  Sperry 

My  grandfather  Peck's  secondd  daughter  that  lived  to  maturity, 
was  named  Lydia,  but  I  do  not  know  when  she  was  i.orn,  nor  do? I  kno w 
whether  she  was  older  or  younger  that  her  brother  Levi,  though  I 
supposed  she  was  younger  than  he  was .  But  I  may  be  mistaken. 

My  first  remembrance  of  this  aunt  was  in  the  winter  of  1807  &  8, 
iae  winter  aft 63?  I  was  three  years  old,  when  she  taught  school  in  our 
dist.,  and  boarded  at  our  house,  and  helped  me  to  and  from  school. 

I  think  it  was  not  long  after  that  term  of  school  closed,  that 
she  was  married  to  Mr.  Lyman  Sherry,  who  lived  in  our  town  of 
Mater bury  though  some  five  miles  from  us. 

Mr  Sperry  was  a  farmer,  and  a  widower  with  two  sons,  and  three 
daughters.  My  aunt  became  the  mother  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters 


About  1818  or  1819,  i  think,  they  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  * 
in  Tallmage,  now  in  Summit  County.  As  was  customary  in  those  days, 
they  performed  the  journey  with  ox  team,  and  were  probably  forty 
days  or  more,  in  getting  through.  I  think  three  or  four  of  the  sons 
were  born  in  Ohio.  The  names  by  which  my  aunts  children  were  called' 
in  the  order  of  their  age,  were  Lyman,  Lydia,  Betsey,  Levinus,  Lewis, 
Ira,  Samuel,  Ebenezer,  and  Millys,  and  they  all  lived  to  maturity, 
and  I  believe,  were  all  married. 


Only  Ira,  and  / illys,  are  now  living  in  Tallmage,  and  they 
both  spent  some  time  in  California  when  the  gold  fever  raged  there. 
Ira  runs  a  sewer  pips  factory,  and  employs  fifty  or  more  hands,  and 
/illys  is  a  physician  and  surgeon.  The  others  all  went  Zest,  nearly 
or  quite  all  to  Indiana,  I  believe,  and  married,  and  made  homes 
there,  except  Lyman,  and  perhaps  Lewis  were  married  before  they  went 
there . 


six 

last 


Lewis  died  ti 
years  ago,  and 
,  but  that  was 


:enty  or  more  years  ago,  and  Lyman  died  some  five  or 
all  the  rest  were  living  when  I  heard  from  them 
several  years  ago. 


I  do  not  know  exactly  when  aunt  Sperry  died  but  I  think  in  the 
forepart  of  1833  as  she  had  been  dead  a  few  months  when  we  arrived 
there  in  June  of  that  year.  .  Hncie  Sperry  outlived  her  perhaps 
twenty  five  years ,  though  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

When  I  came  to  Ohio  uncle  Sperry,  and  all  his  children,  four¬ 
teen  in  number,  were  living  in  Tallmage,  and  four  of  the  oldest  were 
married  and  had  some  children. 


Aunts  children  ranged  then, 


from  nine  to  twenty  .two  •  years  c± 
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age.  They  had  lived  in  a  new  country,  had  pioneers  fare,  and  never 
drank  anything  but  water,  and  I  thought  then,  and  think  yet,  that  they 
were  the  nos t  robust,  and  healthy  set  of  children  that  I  ever  saw 
in  one  family. 

If  I  could  have  corresponded  personally,  or  by  letter,  with 
my  aunts  sons  now  living  in  Tallmage,  I  could  probably  have  got 
more  items  of  information  about  her  and  her  family,  and:  more  certain¬ 
ly  about  the  items  that  l  had,  but  circumstances  deprived  me  of  such 
correspondence,  much  to  my  regret. 

Section  16th 

My  mothers  Brother  Vinus  Peck 

He  was  my  grandfather  Peck's  third  son,  and  the  youngest  of 
his  mothers  children. 

When  he  was  young  he  had  a  strong  desire  to  be  a  sailor,  and 
though  his  father  did  not  like  the  business,  yet  through  his 
importunity  he  gave  consent,  and  got  him  a  place  with  a  Captain  of 
his  acquaintance,  and  let  him  go,  probably  when  he  was  some  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  old. 

He  followed  the  seas  until  he  was  some  twenty  two  or  twenty 
three  years  old,  when  he  fell  from  the  rigging  of  the  vessel,  to  the 
deck,  and  was  killed,  and  I  believe  he  was  buried  at  sea.  I  think 
he  was  killed  on  a  dark,  and  stormy  night  when  he  had  been  sent  aloft 
to  do  something  there.  The  above  is  all  I  know  about  that  uncle. 


Section  17th 

My  Mothers  Half  Sister,  Mary  Philena,  and  Salome  Peck 

The  first  child  of  my  grandfather  Peck's  second  wife  was 
Mary  Philena  who  I  think  was  born  Aug.  20,  1793.  Her  father  having 
died  when  she  was  ten  years  old,  and  the  farm  sold,  not  many  years 
after,  she  removed  with  her  mother  to  the  centre  of  Waterbury,  where 
in  the  village,  and  afterward  city  she  spent  the  rest  of  her  life. 

Her  mother  also  lived  there  until  her  death. 

Aunt  Philena  lived  a  single  life,  and  worked  as  a  tailoress 
much  of  her  time. 

She  in  company  with  her  brother  John,  visited  us  in  the  summer 
of  1354  though  the  visit  was  quite  brief.  She  was  for  quite  a 
number  of  years  the  oldest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  place,  having  seen,  as  she  said  all  the  other  members  come  int' 
the  church. 

a 

For  some  years  before  her  death  she  had  not  single  relative 
that  she  could  see,  but  used  to  say  that  had  hundreds  of  brothers, 
and  sisters  in  the  church.  She  owned  a  house,  and  lot  in  the  city 
and  for  many  years  boardeddwith  the  family  that  lived  there.  And 
she  always  had  very  good  folks  to  live  aith,  and  one  reason  was,  she 
had  a  good  disposition  herself.  She  was  a  person  of  good  mental 
ability,  and  was  the  best  correspondent  that  I  ever  had,  and  I  think 
I  have  written  twice  the  number  of  letters  to  her,  and  received  twice 

-15- 


r;  Ofi  nj 


, 

. 


*  •  •  ■’  m%i 

■ 


•  ‘  ■  n. 

•  :  y  j 


■ 


' 


•  Oi  l.t  x&d  jo 


* 


, 


the  number  of  letters  from  her,  that  I  have  written  to,  or  received 
from  any  other  person,  though  for  some  years  before  her  death,  she 
had  been  unable  to  do  much  writing. 

She  died  March  5th  1357 ,  being  since  the  August  last  before  • 
that',  in  her  eighty  ninth  year.  She  died  suddenly,  not  having  been 
sick,  but  growing  weaker  until  she  was  found  dead  on  her  bed.  She 
was  supposed  to  have  passed  away  without  any,  pain  or  struggle. 


The  other  daughter  of  my  grandfathers  second  wife,  being  her 
second  child,  was  named  Salome,  and ' she  died  of  fever,  when  I  think 
she  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age. 


Section  13th 

My  Mothers  Half  Brother  Charles  Peck 


The  first  son  of  my  grandfather  peck Ts  second  wife,  being  her 
third  child,  was  named  Charles.  He  was  born,  I  think,  about  the 
beginning  of  1303  and  his  father  dying  when  he  was  only  five  or 
six  years  old,  and  the  farm  being  sold. a  few  years  after,  when  he 
got  to  be  old  enough  to  earn  his  living,  he  went  from  home,  and 
lived  sometimes  at  our  house,  as  my  father 'was  guardian  for  him  and 
his  brother,  and  sometimes  at  other  places,  './hen  he  was  old.  enough  to 
learn  a  trade  hewent  to  learn  waggon  making  at  Northfield  in 
'•Litchfield  Co.  He  afterward  changed  to  Plymouth,  in  the  same  county. 
Here  he  was  married  before  he  was  of  age  to  Miss  Clarissa  Goodwin, 
a  native  of  the  State  of  Maine,  having  lost  her  parents,  she  was 
taken  into  a  family  and  by  them  brought  to  Plymouth  while  she  was  young 
They  became  the  parents  of  one  soir.  and  two  daughters  but  the  boy 
died  when  but  two  or  three  years  old,  and  one  of  the  girls  died  at 
ten  or  twelve  years  old.  A  few  years  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Maine,  and  a  few  years  later  moved  back  again,  to  Conn., 
and  then  he  was  able  to  make,  and  put  up  the  machinery  for  a  cotton 
factory,  and  did  so  in  one  or  two  small  establishments,  and  then 
moved  to  the  cotton  manufacturing  region  of  Massachusetts.  Not 
long  after  he  went  there  he  was  employed  by  a  company  to  get  up 
machinery* for  a  cotton  factory,  take  it  to  the  south  part  of  Mexico, 
put  it  up,  and  superintend  the  working  of  it. 

His  contract  was  for  six  years  in  Mexico,  and  he  left  his  wife, 
and  daughter  in  Mass. *and  went  there.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he 
came  home  for.  a  visit,  and  bought-1  a  house,  and  lot  in  the  village 
of  Springfield  Mass.,  and  had  the  deed  given  to  his  wife.  His  pay 
was  three  dollars  a  day  while  getting  up  the  machinery,  and  twenty 
five  hundred  dollars  a  year  afterwards. 

At  the  end  of  the  six  years  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  was  going  on,  and  made  it  difficult  for  him  to  get  away, 
and  the  company  wanted  him  to  stay,  and  added  five  hundred  dollars 
his  salary,  and  he  staid  another  year.  At  the  end  of  that  year 
ir,  came  away,  leaving  the  making  cotton  cloth  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  Mexicans  that  he  had  taught  how  to  do  it;  I  believe  when  he  f5i. 
went  to  Mexico  that  he  had  some  Yankee  help,  but  the  latter  part  of 
the  time  he  had  only  Mexicans,  and  did  not  for  a  considerable  part  o* 
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the  time  hear  a  word  in  the  English  language,  but  used  Spanish 
entirely. 

While  he  was  in  Mexico  his  daughter  grew  to  young  womanhood 
was  married,  and  died,  leaving  a  little  boy,  who  was  taken  care  of 
by  his  grandmother  Peck. 

After  his  return  from  Mexico,  he  and  others  formed  a  company 
called  the  Glasgow  Company,  for  the  manufacture  of  scotch  plaids  or 
ginghams.  Their  factory  or  ^i-iill**  as  they  called  it  was  on 
Connecticut  River  at  South  Hadley  Falls,  ten  miles  above  Springfield 
Mass . 

It  was  of  brick  two  hundred  feet  long,  fifty  two  feet  wide 
and  five  stories  high  with  dormer  windows  in  the  roof  so  as  to  make 
a  storage  of  the  attic.  There  was  also  a  large  wing  three  stories 
high. 


When  I  visited  there  in  the  fall  of  1 S48  the  building  was  up 
the  machinery  was  mostly  ready  to  put  up,  and  the  waterwheel  was 

being  built. 

For  a  mill  race  they  were  going  to  use  the  first  canal  ever 
made  in  the  United  States.  'This  canal  was  made  to  help  boats,  and 
rafts • by  the  falls ,  or  more  properly  the  long  rocky  rapids  of  the 
river,  as  I  think  there  was  no  perpendicular  falMP,  but  from  some 
cause,  perhaps  the  railroad  the  canal  had  been  unused  for  a  long 
time . 


Charles  was  when  I  was  there  overseeing  the  work,  and  *  hen  it 
was  finished  he  superintended  the  "Mill”,  about  three  years,  but 
the  business  not  being  as  profitable  as  he  wished,  he  resigned  his  * 
position.  The  next  winter  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
and  on  the  fifth  cf  duly  1852  he  started  for  California.  His 
brother  John  was  there,  and  wished  him  to  go  there,  so  that  they 
could  be  together  some,  as  they  had  been  together  very  little  since 
their  childhood.  But  they  did  not  stay  together  very  long  as 
Charles  took  a  fever,  and  died  the  first  of  dune  the  next  year.  His 
wife  who  staid  in  Mass.,  died  of  consumption  in  I864. 

That  only  grandchild  Charles  Peck  Houghton  went  with  his 
father  to  France,  and  the  last  I  heard  from  him  he  was  in  Paris,  but 
the  last  time  aunt  Philena  wrote  of  him  she  said  she  had  not  heard 
from  him  in  years,  and  probably  he  was  dead. 


r  T rW'  r--4r. 
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Section  19 

Half  Brother,  dohn  Atwater  Peck 


My  grandfather  Peck1 s  youngest  child  d.A  ..  Peck  was  born 
I  think  in  dan.  ICO 5. 

He  was  only  some  three  or  four  years  old  when  his  father  died 
and  he  lived  with  his  mother  until  he  was  old  enough  to  work,  when 
he  went  abroad,  and  like  his  brother  he  was  sometimes  in  one  place, 
and  sometimes  in  another  place,  and  at  a  proper  age,  went  to  learn 
the  printers  art,  in  the  city  of  New  H-ven.  I  t  ink  he  did  not 
continue  with  his  master  until  he  was  of  age. 
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Not  long  after  he  acted  as  a  general  agent 


for 


a  New  York 


paper, 


and 


traveled 


extensively  in  the  southern  states  establishing 
local  agencies  etc.  He  afterward  went  into  business,  with  a 
Mr.  Bancroft,  as 'a  commission  merchant,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 
After  some  years,  he  removed  to  New  Orleans,  and  I  think  continued 
in  the  same  business  as  before.  His  trade,  I  think,  was  in  dry 
goods  with  laces  as  a  specialty,  and  as  he  dealt  with  English,  and 
other  European  manufacturers,  he  had  to  go  and  settle 
them,  and  in  doing  so,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
fourteen  times  each  way.  He  visited  us  in  the  summer 
his  sister,  but  made  his  visit  quite  b 
.permit  ‘  a  longer  stay,  though  he  did  not  tell,  and -I  think  his 
sister  aid  not  then,  know  what  business  was  so  pressing,  but  aunt 
Philena  informed  us  soon  after 


accounts  with 
I  think, 
of  1854,  with 
oner,  as  ms  business  did  not 


V*  .—i  4- 
O  .  It  i  o 


he  we s  married. 


r\ 


The  lady  was  Miss  Anna  Evgr.les,  a  niece,  and  adopted  daughter 
of  a  Judge  Ruggles  of  Rochester,  or  some  other  Nsw  York  City,  who 
restricted  her  to  Five  Hundred  Dollars  a  year  for  spending  money,  whi 
while  some  of  her  young  lady  friends  had  One  Thousand  Dollars  a  year. 
John  was  then  in  his  fiftieth  year,  and  not  married  before,  and  the 
lady  about  half  his  age. 


After  his  marriage,  he  and  his  wife  went  to  San  Francisco, 
California,  and  I  think  considered  that  their  home  as  long  as  he 
lived,  but  I  do  not  know  what  business  he  followed  there,  though 
I  think  his  business  was  of  various  kinds,  as  aunt  Philena  wrote  at 
one  time  about  his  being  east  to  buy  machinery  for  a  powder  mill  and 
another  time  she  wrote  that  he,  and  one  or  two  others  were  building 
a  railroad  from  Sheboygan  to  Fond-du-Lac ,  in  ,/isconsin. 


He  seems  to  have  been  an  energetic,  and  successful  business 
man,  and  to  have  accumulated  a  considerable  property.  I  am  led  to 
think  so  from  what  aunt  Philena  wrote,  and  that  is  about  all  I 
know  of  his  business  matters.  She  wrote  that  he,  and  his  family, 
spent  one  winter  in  Florida,  and  when  the  weather  got  too  warm,  they 
went  north  some,  and  staid  a  while,  and  then  went  on  to  New  York, 
where  they  spent  some  time,  and  paid  twenty  dollars  a  day  for  their 
board,  and  that  was  cheaper  than  they  got  it  at  the  south.  She 
also  wrote  once  that  he  had  lost  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  of  lent  money. 
■Johns  wife  was  a  good  deal  afflicted  with  some  disease  of  the  eyes, 
so  that  she  feared  total  blindness.  I  think  John  bought  some  real 
estate  in  San  Francisco  when  it  was  comparatively  a  small  place  and 
that  he  gained  considerably  by  the  rise  of  property  as  the  place 
grew. 

I  do  not  know  when  John  died,  but  think  about  1870.  I  have 
searched  very  thoroughly  among  aunt  Philenas  letters,  but  cannot  find 
any  one  giving  any  account  of  his  death,  though  I  certainly  had 
such  a  one,  and  therefore  conclude  that  it  is  lost. 


I  think  he  was  traveling 
sick,  and  died,  that  he,  and  hi 
families . 


in  the  southern  states  when  he  took 
s  brother  both  died  away  from  their 


He  left  one  child  a  boy  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  old. 

Not  very  long  after  his  death  his  widow,  and  son  went  to  Europe,  : t 
was  said  to  educate  the  boy,  but  he  died,  before  they  had  been  thcie 
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very  long.  The  mother  staid  in  various  parts  of  Europe  a- number 
of  years,  but  I  believe,  she  has  returned  to  this  country,  and  is 
now  living  in  Texas. 


Section  20 

My  self,  Sdward  Perkins 


I  was  born  duly  twenty  first  1804  at  V/aterbury  Conn.,  and  was 
named  Sdward  as  my  father  and  grandfather  were  before  me  • 

I  began  going  to  the  district  school,  the  winter  after  1  was 
three  years  old,  and  continued  to  go  about  three  months  each  winter, 
until  the  winter  after  I  was  fourteen  inclusive,  raid  a  little  each 
winter,  for  three  or  four  winters  after  that  time.  I  also  went 
three  or  four  months  each  summer  until  I  was  ten  years  old,  and  then 
I  had  to  stay  at  home,  to  help  on  the  farm. 

/ 

Our  district  was  a  small  one,  and  had  to  employ  cheap  teachers, 
because  unable  to  pay  any  others,  and  I  had  no  other  schooling  except 
that  mentioned  above,  and  it  may  be  very  reasonably  supposed  that  I 
was  not  very  liberally  educated.  Perhaps  I  learned  easier  than 
some  children  did,  as  my  mother  said  that  I  knew  all  the  capital 

letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  most  of  the  small  ones,  by  the  time  I 

was  two  years  old,  so  that  I  did  not  have  to  learn  the  letters 
after  I  began  going  to  school,  if  I  did  begin  quite  young. 

The  winter  after  I  was  nineteen  years  old  I  taught  school,  and 

also  the  three  following  winters,  and  after  three  or  four  years,  I 

taught  another  winter  making  five  winteis  in  all. 


I  worked  on  the  far4  until  the  spring  after  I  was  twenty  five 
years  old,  except  when  in  school,  and  the  three  years  I  had  the  care 
of  the  farm,  but  circumstances  then  seemed  to  make  it  necessary  for 
my  father  to  resume  the  care  of  it,  I  was  thus  thrown  out  of 
business,  and  having  a  wife,  and  child  to  provide  for,  and  having* 
no  farm  or  trade,  I  went  to  work  for  a  carpenter,  for  that  summer, 
for  low  wages,  and  begun  thus  a  business  at  which  I  worked  mostly  for 
about  sixteen  years  and  some  after  that  time. 


I  was  married  May  11th  1828  to  Miss  Delight  Smith,  who, 
though  never  very  robust,  or  strong,  was  a  prudent,  industrious, 
and  economical  woman,  "looking  well  to  the  ways  of  her  householder. 


In  the  year  1833 


I,  and  my  family, 


o, 

girl,  and  also  my  father, 
of  our  household  goods  by 


then  consisting  of  a  wife, 
and.  mother,  moved  to  Ohio, 
water.  Je  had  them  put 
were  cairied  by  that, 
and  up  the 'Hudson  River  to 


taken 


by 


and  one  little 
V/e  sent  a  part 

on  board  a  vessel  at  New  Haven,  and  they 
through  Long  Island  sound  past  New  York, 

Albany,  where  they  were  transferred  to  a  canal  boat,  and 
that  to  Buffalo,  and  then  put  on  a  lake  vessel  which  took  them  to 
n eve land ,  and  from  there  they  were  sent  by  Canal  to  Akron,  where  w 
. eeived  them,  V/e  came  ourselves,  with  the  rest  of  our  goods  in  a 
wagon,  drawn  by  three  horses,  passing  through  Litchfield,  Conn;, 
Sheffield  and  Barrington  in  Mass.,  through  Albany,  Schenedtacfy,  Litt_. 
Palls,  Utica,  Oneida,  Syracuse,  Bloomfield,  Lima,  and  Buffalo  in  the 
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state  of  New  York,  and  then  kept  on  near  the  shore  of  lake  Erie, 
through  North-Bast,  and  Erie  in  Penn.,  and  through  '  ConnBaut-.  to 
Painsville,  and  t  hen  south  through  Chardon  and  Ravenna  to  Tallmage 
where  we  arrived  on  the  twenty  second  of  June,  having  been  about 
twenty  five  days  on  the  way. 

I  and  my  family  staid  in  Tal Image  until  the  next  spring,  and 
on  the  eighth  of  May  moved  to  '/eymouth  where  i  have  lived  ever  since. 


I  owned,  and  occupied  the  plat 
the  fall  of  1845  when  at  my  fathers 
onto  his  farm  where  I  have  lived  eve 
mostly  as  long  as  I  was  able  to  do  j 


c  where  Le  Scot'c  now  lives  until 
request,  I  and  my  family  moved 
r  since,  and  worked  at  farming 
o « 


.In  I848  I  sold  the  p3aca  where  L.  Scott  now  lives,  and 


Sept  20th  1849  J  bought  the  place  now  owned,  and  00 


P.G.  Wustenburg  which  1  occupied  about 


iupied 


™ars 


family  never  made  a 
place  I 
was  his  after  the  de 


bought  my  brothers 


home  there 
oth 
ath  o 


ha  Lf 
our 


After 
of 


the 


nine  y 
I  sold  the 
farm  where 


by 

though  I  and  my 
last  mentioned 
I  now  live,  which 


parents . 


In  September  of  I848  and  again  in  November  of  1858  I  and  my 
wife  visited'  Conn.  The  f  irst  time  after  going  to  Cleveland,  and 
staying  over  night,  we  took  a  steam  beat  to  Buffalo,  and  from  there 
went  by  Canal  boat- to  Schenectady,  and  from  there  fifteen  miles  to 
Albany  by  railroad,  and  from  there  down  the  Hudson  River  to  New  York 
and  after  a  hack  ride  across  the  City,  took  steam  boat  again,  through 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  up  Hudson  River  to  Derby  Conn.,  and  from  there 
eighteen  miles  by  stage  to  7/aterbury,  my  native  place. 


The  time  occupied  on  the  journey  being  about  seven  days. 


The  second  time  after  going  to  Cleveland,  and  staying  over¬ 
night,  we  took  cars  the  next  morning  for  New  York,  where  after 
about  twenty  five,  and  a  half  hours  travel,  we  arrived  and  only  got 
across  the  City  by  hack  during  the  next  six  hours,  and  then  took  cars 
again^  and  got  to  Water bury  in  two  days  and  one  night  from  Cleveland, 
including  the  stay  in  New  York. 


I  and  my  wife  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  which 
but  two  are  now  living,  Betsey  Loisa  was  born  Peb  18,  1829,  was 
married  to  Asher  B.  Blakeslee  Dec  29-  1852.  She  became  the  mother 
of  five  children,  of' which  three  are  now  living.  She  died  of 
consumption  March  14,  I069.  Her  husband  died  of  pneumonia  May  4,1868. 


Edward  Smith  was  born  July  7,  1833  and  was  married  to  Adeline 
Stoaks  Aug.  3,  1856.  They  have  had  ten  children  of  which,  eight  and 
both  parents  are  now  living. 


Harriet  Delight  was  born  Dec  18,  1835,  anc  died  of  consumptior 
May  30,  1855. 

Hannah  Eliza,  was  born  Dec.  14,  1338,  and  died  of  consumption 
June  13,  1863. 


Sarah  Crvilla  was  born  Sept  14, 
unmarried.  She  died  July  4th  1893. 
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I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  say  more,  about  my  children, 
and  their  families,  but  will  give  some  more  items  of  myself. 

And  the  first  is  the  loss  of  my  :7true,  and.  faithful ;?  wife  who 
died  of  consumption  June  11,  1376,  forty  eight  years  and  one  month 
after  our  marriage. 

I  was  brought  up  to  attend  a  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
my  mother  was  a  member,  but  soon  after  I  was  twenty  two  years  old, 

I  attended  a  Methodist  Camp  Meeting,  where  my  attention  was  so 
called  to  the  subject  of  religion,  that  I  resolved  to  seek  the 
pardon  of  sin,  and  the  salvation  the  Gospel  offers,  and  on  the  day 
after  the  close  of  the  Camp  Meeting,  while  on  the  farm,  I  was  enabled 
to  accept  that  salvation,  and  to  rejoice  in  it.  This  was  Aug.  26, 

1326.  After  a  few  weeks  of  waiting,  I  gave  my  name  to  Rev.  Eli  Barnett 
as  a  probationer  for  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

This,  I  think,  was  in  the  latter  part  of  Oct.,  and  about  the  first 
of  duly  the  next  year  1827.  I  was  received  by  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Washburn  into  full  membership  in  that  church  which  membership  still 
continues . 


My  wife  had  been  a  dozen  years  or  more,  a  member  of  the  same 
church,  when  we  were  married,  and  continued  so  until  her  death. 


7/hen  we  came  to  ./eymouth,  there  was  no  church  organization  in 
the  place,  but  the  Methodists  formed  a  class  soon  after  on  dune  15, 
of  fourteen  full  members,  and  four  probationers,  and  for  some  years 
before  my  wife  died  she,  and  I  were  all  that  were  ^ere  of  the 
original  members . '  •  -  -  ••  *• 


The  Congregational  Church  of  7/eymouth  was  formed  in  dan.  1835, 
and  I  believe  that  I  am  the  only  person  left  of  both  the  original 
Church  organization. 


I  have  held  the  offices  of  Trustee,  and  Steward  and  have  some¬ 
times  been  recording  steward,  am  have  been  a  Class  Leader  a  large 
part  of  my  membership.  I  received- an  Exhorters  license  from 
Rev.  dames  Brewster,  duly  23,  1338,  and  in  duly  1839  I  received'  a 
license  to  preach  from  Rev.  Leonard  B.  Gurley,  which  license  * 
was  renewed  annually  until  1850,  when  on  the  11th  of  mugust  I  was 
ordained  a  Deacon,  by  Bishop  Thomas  A.  Morris., For  a  considerable 
number  of  years  I  preached  quite  frequently,  filling- appointments 
all  over  the  circuit,  which  was  then  quite  extensive,  and  sometimes 
outside  of  our  circuit,  so  that  I  have  preached  in  all  the  Townships 
of  Medina  County  except  Litchfield,  Homer,  and  Spencer,  and  in  more 
places  outside  this  County  than  enough  to  make  up  the  number  of 
Townships  in  this  County. 


Of  late  years  I  have  been  growing  old,  and  less  able  to  go 
abroad,  and  there  is  very  little  call  for  the  services  of  local 
preachers  abroad,  and  the  Methodist  Church  at  /eymouth  has  gone  down, 
(And  the  Community  is  going  down  too). 


V/hat  little  preaching  I  have  done  for  some  years  past  has  been 
for  the  Congregational  Church  of  './eymouth  when  they  happened  to  be 
without  a  preacher.  I  have  conducted  a  few  funeral  services,  and 
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married  a  few  couples,  within  the  last  Six  or  Eight  years, 

I  onoe  received  Two  Dollars  for  a  IXineral  service  which  is  all  the  money 
I  ever  received  for  any  ministerial  service  except  mrriages 

Section  21, 

My  Brother,  Israel  Perkins 

He  was  bom  on  the  First  of  May  1808,  and  named  Israel  after  my  Fathers 
Brother,  He  lived  with  his  parents,  and  worked  on  the  farm  untill  he  was  Seven¬ 
teen  years  old,  but  did  not  like  farming,  and  then  left  tl  c  farm,  and  worked 
One  year  at  the  gilt  button  factory  of  Leavenworth,  Hayden,  and  Scoville  in 
Waterbury,  and  then  went  to  Brookfield  in  Fairfield  County  ,  ftecHeut  ,o 
work  as  an  apprentice  to  the  Marble  business,  with  Mr.  David  A.  Foster,  the 
work  being  at  Tombstones  entirely,  or  nearly  so. 

After  about  two  and  a  half  years  he  went  to  New  Preston  in  Litchfield 
County  some  Ten  or  Twelve  miles  away  from  Brookfield,  and  worked  there  awhile* 
and  then  went  to  Lanesbo rough  in  Massachusetts  and  afterwards  to  Deerfield 
also  in  Massachusetts, 

During  the  time  of  his  residence  in  Massachusetts,  while  on  a  visit  to 
C^-imocticul}  he  was  married  to  Miss  Orvilla  Hurlburt  on  the  Seventh  of  September 
1830,  She  lived  in  Brookfield,  near  by  where  he  had  been  an  apprentice.  In  the 
fall  of  1832  he  left  Massachusetts,  and  went  to  Michigan,  and  spent  the  winter 
in  hunting,  and  trapping,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Detroit  the  next  summer, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1833  went  back  to  Connecticut  and  spent  the  winter  in  Brook¬ 
field  working  for  his  old  master,  Mr.  duster,  and  in  the  next  Spring  or  Summer 
came,  with  his  wife  to  Ohio, 

Soon  after  he  came  to  Ohio  in  1834,  he  went  to  work  at  his  trade  in  . 
Cleveland,  leaving  his  wife  for  awhile  with  his  parents  at  Weymouth,  but  be¬ 
fore  long  they  began  housekeeping  at  East  Cleveland  where  he  was  at  work. 

They  had  not  kept  house  before.  I  think  it  was  not  more  than  two  years,  be¬ 
fore  they  came  back  to  Weymouth,  and  he  took  charge  of  his  Fathers  fam.  He 
also  worked  some  at  his  trade  making  Tombstones  of  Weymouth  s*one. 

There  are  several  of  them  in  Weymouth  burying  ground,  and  some  in  several 
other  places  in  this  part  of  Medina  County,  and  I  think  there  are  no  other 
Tombstones,  that  have  stood  as  long  as  they,  that  are  as  little  affected  by 

time,  and  weather,  as  they  are. 

In  the  spring  of  1845  he,  and  his  wife  left  the  farm,  and  went  to  Akron 
where  he  built  a  shop,  and  worked  at  his  trade  a  year  or  Two,  and  afterwards 
went  to  Circleville  in  this  State,  and  after  awhile  went  to  Illinois,  and 
worked  at  Peoria,  and  at  La  Salle,  and  afterward. at  Princeton,  where  he  died 
July  21,  1864,  I  think  of  Stone  Cutters  Consumption. 

His  wife  also  died  in  Illinois  on  November  28  1872  probably  of  heart 
disease.  - 

They  had  no  children. 

Section  22 

The  Smith  Family,  My  WifeTs  Ancestors. 

Among  the  emigrants  who  landed  at  Boston  Massachusetts  and  came  to 
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i8WnowTtheC?rmyof°&^UHUt  **  P36 ’  ThoB“  **>  settled  in  what 

18  now  the  Town  of  East  Haven,  Tradition  says  that  he  was  a  Scotchman. 

He  was  married  in  1662,  to  Elizabeth  Patterson!  Scotchman. 

His  son  Samuel  was  married  to  Arina  Motrls  ib  j.708. 

His  son  Abel  married  Lydia  Ball  March  17  in  1737. 

„  ,  P®  son  Oliver,  who  was  my  wife's  Grandfather  married  Thankful 

Brocket  November  17,  1774. 

.  1  r?cfTiv®^  the  above  information  from  my  wife's  Nephew  Edward  Smith 
Esouire  of  Northford  Conneticut  some  Twenty  years  ago,  and  he  said  that 

f*  from  the  records  of  East  Haven,  but  «ould  not  find  anything  of 
the  births.  *  6 

■for  follows  I  am  indebted  in  a  large  degree  to  my  Brother  in¬ 

law  lias  Smith  of  Plymouth  Connecticut  v.fio^t  my  request,  sent  me  the  items 
by  letter  dated  torch  25,  1887.  He  wrote  my  Grandfather  Oliver  smith,  ms 
born  February  21,  1749.  And  died  November  15,  1789. 


years 


His  wife  was  born  about  1752,  and  died  December  18,  1822  aged  Seventy 


They  became  the  parents  of  Eight  children  whose  names  were  Esther, 
Samuel, Lyman ,  Sidney,  Justus,  Oliver,  Leverett,  and  Hervey. 

Section  23 

My  Father  in  law,  Samuel  Smith 


We  was  the  second  child,  and  the  oldest  son  of  his  parents,  Oliver,  and 
Thankful  Smith.  He  was  bora  Oct  6,  1776.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but 
little  over  thirteen  years  old,  and  he  staid  with  his  mother,  and  helped  to  take 
care  of  the  farm,  and  his  younger  brothers,  not  only  during  his  minority  but 
for  some  years  afterward. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Stacy  Sept  11,  1800.  They  lived  at  North 
Haven  some  years  after  their  marriage,  and  I  think  with  his  mother,  and  then 
removed  to  Wallingford  also  in  New  Haven  County,  and  afterward  to  Columbia 
parish,  which  is  now  the  Town  of  Prospect,  in  the  same  County,  where  they 
lived  some  sixteen  or  more  years,  and  then  moved  to  Plymouth  in  Litchfield  County, 
where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Smith  were  both  brought  up  on  farms,  but  from  about  1827  when 
my  acquaintance  with  them  commenced,  and  I  know  not  how  much  before  that  time, 
he  worked  at  making  Cedar  Tubs,  Pails,  etc.,  and  made  very  good  ones.  This 
was  before  tubs  and  pails  were  made  by  machinery. 

I  think  he  continued  to  work  at  such  work  as  much  as  he  was  able,  for 
some  years  after  I  left  Conn.,  in  toy  of  1833,  though  his  health  was  so  poor 
as  to  prevent  him  from  doing  a  great  deal  much  of  the  time  after  I  knew  him.  He 
was  so  poorly  when  I  was  married  in  May  of  1828  that  1  thought  it  doubtful 
whether  he  lived  the  rest  of  that  year. 

His  wife  was  not  healthy  for  many  years,  but  became  more  healthy  when  she 
grew  old. 

He  lived  until  Feb.  26,  1849  when  he  died  of  consumption  aged  seventy  two 
years  five  months,  and  twenty  days.  His  wife  was  born  topt  22,  l77g,  and  died 
Sept  7th  1872  lacking  but  fifteen  days  of  ninety  four  years  of  age. 
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My  father  and  mother  in  iato  were  the  parents  of  nine  children 
whose  names  in  the  order  of -ace  were  Nathaniel  Stacy,  Delight, 
Esther,  Elias,  Samuel,  John,  Oliver,  Harriet,  and  Mabel  Beach* 


My  Father  in 


Section  24 
Law’s  Sister  Esther 


Hartley 


The  first  child,  and  only  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Thankful 
Smith 'was  named  Esther,  1  have  no  date  of  her  birth,  marriage,  or 
death.  She  was  married  to  a  Mrtf  Hartley  an  Englishman,  and  became 
the  mother  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  I  think  the  daughter  was 
the  youngest  of  them,  and  was 'named  Esther  after  her  mother.  She 
died  a  young  woman,  unmarried.  The  sons  both  lived  to  have 
families . 


The  oldest  one  Milliam  visited  us  the  first  winter  after  our 
marriage,  and  stayed  over  Sunday  with  us.  He  was  then  teaching  the 
Academy  School  at  Hiddlebury,  an  adjoining  town.  He  was  well  educated 
and  quite  gentlemanly  in  his  appearance*  I  think  that  visit  was 
all  I  ever  saw  of  any  of  the  family.  Mr.  Hartley  was  dead  before  I 
ever  heard  of  them,  and  the  rest  lived  some  twentv  or  more  miles 
away  from  us. 


1 


away, 


and 


once  called  with 
we  did  not 


irs  Hartley  but  she 


my  wife  to  see 

\j 

see  her.  From  what  Edward  Smith  wrote 
once  I  think  that  he  did  not  respect  Mm.  Hartley  very  much 
conduct  toward  his  family  Edward  did  not  think  respectable, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  his  family  were  quite  so. 


was 
to  me 
as  his 
though 


< 

Of  the  younger  brother,  Bernard,  I  do  not  know  anything  of 
any  consequence. 


Section  2,5 

My  Father  in  Law’s  Brother 

Of  the  brothers  of  my  father  in  lav/  I  knew  but  very  little. 
There  were: six  of  them,  and'  all  younger  than  he  was.  Their  names 
were  Lyman,  Sidney,  Justus,  Oliver,  Leverett,  and  Hervey. 


Of  them  I  never  saw  but  three,  and  two  of  them  but  once  each. 

I  think  that  they  all  had  families,  though  I  m  not  quite  certain 
about  it. 

I  have  no  date  of  the  birth,  marriage,  or  death  of  any  of  them 
nor  of  the  number  of  children  that  any  of  them  had. 

I  called  with  my  wife  upon  one  of  her  uncles  once,  and  I  think 
it  was  Lyman  who  was  a  './idover  but  had  two  daughters,  who  were 
unmarried  who  kept  house  for  him.  He  also  had  one  son  who  worked 
with  him.  Their  work  was  making  the  wood  work  of  trunks  for  a 
New  Haven  manufacturer.  Mh ether  he  had  any  other  children  I  do  not 
know , 


Je  also  called  upon  uncle  Hervey  Smith,  and 
of  another  uncle,  but  I  do  not  know  now,  which  of 
husband.  I  have  also  seen  some  of  the  children  of 


upon  the  widow 
them  had  been  her 
those  uncles,  but 


, 

' 

■ 

1 


'  • 


. 


’ 

' 


.  , 

. 

1  • 

’ 


t\  -  I,-.  | : 


' 

' 


■ 


' 


-  ■ 


1 ,  • 


• 

• 

' 


...  7 


.  . 

'  ‘  ■ 

,  : 


•  • 


*i 


■ 


I  do  not  know  to  which  of  them  they  belonged,  except  as  above 
stated,  and  one  son  of  Leverett  Smith,  and  one  daughter  of 
Hervey  Smith,  This  male  cousin  Spent  several  months 9  and  perhaps 
a  year  in  Ohio,  and  came  to  see  us  perhaps  two  or  three  times.  The 
‘  female  cousin  I  saw  at  her  fathers  house  when  I  called  there,  and 
after  we  came  to  '-Veymouth;  she  called  on  us  with  a  husband  who  was 
a  Congregational  minister,  and  who  was  preaching  then  in  Ashtabula 
or  Trumbull  County,-  and  they  were  then  on  their  way  to  Norwalk 
to  attend  a  Ministerial  meeting,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Mr  Osborn  her  husband  died,  I  think  not  more  than  a  year  or 
two  after  their  call  here,  leaving  her  one  child,  and  she  went  back 
to  Conn.  Mr  Osborn  was  a  slender  feeble  looking  man  when  they 
called  here,  and  died  of  consumption,  but  his  wife  was  quite  a 
lar g e ,  s tout  loo king  woman , 

Section  26 

My  Brother  in  Law  Nathaniel  S.  .Smith 


He  was  the  first  child  of  his  parents  Samvel  .aid  Hannah  Smith, 
and  was  born  May  30  1801.  When  of  proper  age  he  went  as  an 
apprentice  to  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  with  his  fathers  youngest 
brother  Hervey  Smith, 'and  worked  at  that  trade  until  he  was  about 
twenty  five  years  old,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Frisbie 


the  daughter  of  a  "well  to  do: 


farmer 


who  had  no  son,  and  then  he 


(Dec  2 l+>  1806)  but  she 
husband.  They  were  marr: 


went  onto ' the ' farm  of  his  father  in  law,  and  lived  there  until  his  d 
death  Nov.  17,  1862.  His  wife  is  still  living,  or  was  when  I  last 
heard  from  her,  a  year  or  two  ago.  I  have  no  date  of  her  birth 

some  four- or  five  years  younger  than  her 
ed  April  27,  1826.  d.  Dec.  15th  1892. 

They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  which  the  first,  second, 
and  fifth*  died  of  consumption  at  home  after  getting  their  growth. 
The  sixth  Jacob  died  in  the  army  during  the  war  of  the  Pebelion. 

The  eighth  Lottie  married,  and  went  to  Dallas,  Texas  and  died 
there  soon  after  arriving  there,  about  1874*  The  ninth  child  Lewis, 


died  of  brain  fever  when  about 


two  years 


old . 


The  third  child  Edward,  lives  in  his  native  parish  Northford, 
New  Haven  County,  Conn.,  and  is  foreman  of  an  Agricultural  Implement 
7/orks ,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  married  Miss  Georgiana  Smith. 
They  have  but  one  child  a  daughter  now  some  twenty  four  or  twenty 
five  years  old.  The  fourth  child  of  N.S.  and  Eliza  Smith  is  Carlos 
who  lives,  or  did  the  last  I  heard  of  him  in  New  Haven,  and  was  a 
few  yearn  ago  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  .and  Chairman  of  the 
board  of  Police  Commissioners,  of  the  City  and  Secretary  of  an 
Insurance  Company  .  He  married  a  Miss  Llaltby,  and  has  some  four  or 
five  children. 

The  seventh  child  Katharine  or  ICatie  as  she  was  called,  has 
been  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the  city  schools  of  New  Haven. 


*Nathanial  S.  Smith  and  Eliza  Prisbie  were  married  April  27,  1826, 
the  best  man  was  Rev.  Eli  Smith,  a  cousin  who  afterwards  became 
the  famous  missionary  to  Syria  &  translator  of  the  bible.  He  took 
some  of  their  wedding  cake  with  him  when  he  went  soon  after.  ESP 
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The  tenth  child,  Sarah  married  a  Dr  Bren  Thing  a  physician, 
and  lives  in  the  City  of  B  rooklyn  M.Y.  She  has  I  believe  six 
children.  Her  mother  lives  with  her.*  The  names  of  the  first, 
second,  and  fifth,  were  Barker,  F.  Serene,  and  Mary. 


Section  27 

My  Wife  &  my  Sister  in  Law,  Esther  S.  Beach. 

The  second  child  of  Samuel,  and  Hannah  Smith  was  Delight,  who 
was  born  Dec '30,  1802.  She  was  married  to  the  writer  of  this 
May  11,  1828,  shared  and  blessed  his  lot  until  June  11,  1876, 
when  she  left  this  state  of  existence  as  the  writer  hopes,  and 
believes  for  a  better  one.  As  she  has  been  spoken  of  in  his  history 
nothing  more  need  be  said  of  her  here. 

The  third  child 'of  Samuel,  and  Hannah  Smith  was  Esther  who ' 
was  born  May  19,  1804.  She  was  married  to  William  Beach  Sept  17,  1831. 
She  died  Sept  6,  1874*  Her  husband  died,  some  years  before  she  did. 

They  had  no  children. 


Section  28. 

My  Brother  in  Law,  Elias  Smith 

The  fourth  child  of  Samuel,  and  Hannah  Smith  is  Elias  who  was 
born  May  17,  180  6.  He  worked  ^fhen  young  with  his  father  at  Tubs  and 
Pails,  and  afterwards  at  Carpenters,  and  Joiners  work  for  a  while 
but  after  that  went  into  a  clock  factory,  and  made  clock  cases. 

After  some  years  he  bought  a  farm,  and  worked  some  on  that,  .•  r 
and  worked  at  house  painting  some.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Goodale 
Feb  27,  1831.  They  were  both  pleasant,  and  agreeable  persons,  and 

I  think  their  union  a  more  than  average  pleasant  one.  She  d 

He  d.  Aug  8,  1895  in  his  90th  year  (ESP)  They  have  had  seven 
children.  The  first  two  died  in  infancy. 

The  third  one  Oliver  E.  was  born  May  14,  1837.  He  married 
Antoinette  Alcott  May  14  1863.  They  have  had  five  children  of  which 
three,  Annie,  Oliver,  and  Ruth  are  now  living. 

The  fourth  one  Edward  P.  was  born  Jan.  4,  1839.  He  enlisted 
in  the  army  in  May  1861,  and  died  of  fever  at  Fort  Richardson,  Va., 
Dec.  10,  the  same  year. 

The  fifth  child  of -Elias,  and  Nancy  Smith  is  Elizabet  h  N. 
who  was  born  Dec  9,  1840,  and  was  married  to  Oscar  F.  Nilcox, 

Oct  14,  1862.  They  have  had  two  children,  though  but  one  is  living 

now.  He  is  Edward  S,  and  is  about  twenty  five  years  old. 

The  sixth  child  of  Elias,  and  Nancy  Smith  is  Emogene  E.  who 
was  born  Jan.  11,  1843,  and  married  to  Frederick  Royals  May  23,  1872. 
They  have  two  children  named  Edward  &  Mabel. 

The  seventh,  and  last  child  of 'Elias  and  Nancy  Smit  h* is 
Samuel  G.  who  was  born  Nov.  18,  1846,  and  was  married  May  4,  1869  to 
Jane  K.  Johnson.  "’my  have  three  children,  V/ilfred,  Annie,  and  Mary. 
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The  children  of  Elias,  and  Nancy  Smith,  I 'believe  that  all  now 
living  reside  in  Massachusetts  except  Samuel  G  .  who  lives  in 
Illinois,  while  the  parents  live  at  Plymouth  Conn.,  or  did  so  the 
last 'I  heard  from  them  in  March  1387,  and  it  is  nov/  October  of 
1388,  and  with  people  that  are  over  eighty  years  old,  changes 
must  be  expected  at  any  time. 

Elias  was  82  last  May  &  Nancy  a  f ew  years  younger. 


Section  29 

My  Brother  in  Law,  Samuel  A.  Smith 

The  fifth  child  of  Samuel,  and  Hannah  Smith  was  named  Samuel' 
after  his  father,  and  he  added  the  A.  himself.  He  was  born  Ian  18, 
1810.  He  was  of  quite  a  mechanical  turn,  and  it  seemed  to  make  but  li 
little  difference  what  branch  of  mechanics  he  took  hold  of.  He 
served  part  of  an  apprenticeship  at  shoe  making,  but  was  cut  short 
by  the  failure  in  business  of  his  boss.  He  afterwards  worked  in  a 
Clock  Factory  a  while,  and  then  at  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he 
left  Conn.,  without  saying- anything  about  it,  to  any  body,  and  went 
into  the  State  of  New  York,  paying  his  expenses,  and  laying  up  some 
money,  by  repairing  clocks  as  he  went.  When  he  got  to  the  end  of 
his  journey,  where  he  had  an  aunt  living,  he  went  into  a  shoe  shop 
to  work,  and  in  about  six  months,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Guyon.  After  a  year  or  two  he  thought  he  had  drawn  a  "tedious  blank 
or  something  worse"  in  the  matrimonial  lottery, ■ and  he  left  her, 
and  went ' back  to  Conn.,  leaving  with  her  one  son,  that  he  had  named 
Edward  P.  This  son  grew  to  manhood,  and  enlisted  in  the  army, 

in  the  war  time,  served  his  time  out,  and  returned  home,  but  died  soon 
after,  leaving  a  wife,  and  one  or  two  children. 

Samuel  came  to  Ohio  in  1834,  and  not  long  after  married 
Miss  Sarah  Seymour  with  whom  he  lived  several  years,  and  by  her  had 
one  daughter,  who  is  nov/  Mrs.  I. A.  Stranahan  of  Columbia,  Lorain  Cc. 
Ohio.  She  was  born  in  April  1842. 

Some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  after  their  marriage  Samuels 
wife  left  him,  and  afterward  he  got  a  divorce  from  her,  and  soon 
after  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  I.  Baker,  who  became  the  mother 
of  two  sons,  and  one  daughter. 

The  oldest  son  died  in  childhood,  but  the  daughter  and 
the  other  son  are  living  yet,  or  were  when  I  heard  from  them  last, 
and  the  daughter  was  a  married  woman  with  two  or  three  children. 

Samuel  worked  as  a  shoemaker,  more  than  at  any  other  thing 
else  until  he  was  some  thirty  five  years  old, when  he  gave  up  that  , 
for  the  practice  of  Medicine  which 'he  had  followed  some  before,  and 
continued  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Samuel  died  March  19,  1880  (or  March  18th  1881  E.S.P. )  at 
Monroe,  Green  County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  had  lived  quite  a  number 
if  years  and  his  wife  lives  there  still. 
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Section  30 

M\  Brothers  in  Law*  John*  and'  Oliver  Smith 

4 

The  sixth  child  of  Samuel,  and  Hannah  Smith  was  John,  who 
was  born  March  24,  1812.  He  had  the  misfortune,  when ' a  young 
child  to  fall  into  the  cellar,  which  injured  his  head,  so  as  to' 
cause  a  mental  weakness,  which  lasted  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  died  April  14,  1081 0 

The  seventh  child  of  Sa  :uel  and  Hannah  Smith  was  Oliver  who 
was  born  Oct  12,  1814.  Ho  died  of  consumption  Feb  28,  1836,  in  his 
twenty  second  year. 


Section  31 

My  Sisters  in  Law,  Harriet,  and  Mabel  B.  Smith 

.  4 

The  eighth 'child  of 'Samuel  and  Hannah  Smith,  was  Harriet, 
who  was  born 'Nov.  5,  1817.  She  was  married  to  Phineas  Hxtchcodk 
Feb.  7,  1853,*  She  had  one  daughter 'who  was  named  Emerette  S.  who 
is  still  living  for  aught  that  I  know,  but  I  think  has  never  married 
Harriet  died  duly  12,  1875. 

Her  husband  died  some  years  before  she  did. 

*Phineas  Hitchcock  &  Harriet  Smith  were  married  by  Rev.  Israel 

Perkins  Warren,  s  cousin  of  Ed-  ard  Perkins. 

*  » 

4  * 

The  ninth  child  of  Samuel,  and  Hannah  Smith 'was  Mabel  Beach, 
after  the  maiden  name  of  her  maternal  grandmother.  She  was  born 
March  16,  1820,  and  died  Nov  8,  1835,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  her 
age. 

*  Samuel  Smith  died  March  18th  1881. 


Section  32 

My  Mother  in  Laws  relatives, 

The  Stacy  Family 

My  mother  in  Law1  s  father  was  Nathaniel  Stacy.  He  was  born 
Sept  16,  1752.  His  wife  was  Mabel  Beach,  and  was  born  Dec  16,1752. 
I  have  not  the  date  of  their  marriage.  I  believe  that  Mr.  StaCy 
came  from  some  part  of  Massachusetts  when  a  young  man,  and  settled 
probably' in  North  Haven,  married  there,  and  continued  there  while 
he  lived. 

•  4  * 

His  wife’s  relations  the  Beachetfs,  lived  in  North  Haven,  or 
perhaps  in  East  Haven,  for  they  were  adjoining  towns,  while  I  think 
he  had  no  relations  about  there,  except  his  own  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Stacy  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, ■ whose  names,  in  ' 
the  order  of  their  age,  were  Hannah,  Sally,  Chloe,  Nymphas,  Tirzah, 
Betsey,  Mabel,  and  Harriet. 

Their  first  child  Hannah, 'was  born  Sept  22,  1778,  and  was 
married  to  Samuel  Smith  Sept  11,  1800.  'She  was  my  mother  in  lav/, 
and  as  I  have  given  some  account  of  her,  in' connection  with  her 
husband,  I  shall  say  no  more  here  about  her. 
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The  second,  and  third  of  their  Children  Sally*  and  Chloe, 
were  twins,  and  we re  born  Hay  1,  1730.  Sally  was  married  to 
losiah  Ames 'Dec  3,  1797.  The  removed  into  some  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  she  died  there,  Dec.  22,  1313,  leaving  some 

children,  but  I  do  not  know  ho w  many  or  what  became  of  them. 

»  .  / 

Chloe  was  married  to  Eleazer  Todd,  Aug  26,  1799.  She  died 
Sept  10,  1303,  but -whether  she  left  any  children  or  not  I  do  not 
know. 


The  fourth  of  their  children,  and  only  son,  was  Ny  mphas,  who' 
was  born  May  6,  1732.  He' was  married  to  Scila  Tuttle  in  Nov.  1303. 
She  lived  but  a  few  years,  and  he  was  married  again  to  Ruth  Leet 
in  Oct  of  1311.  He  was 'much  of  his  life  a  sailor,  and  did  as  many 
other  sailors  have  done,  drank  too  much  spiritous  liquor,  but  at 
one  time,  he  unwittingly  enlisted  on  a  vessel  that  was  sailed  on 
Temperance  principles,  and  having  been  obliged  to  abstain  from 
liquor  for  one  voyage,  he  found  it  the  best  way,  and  continued  to  do 
so  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  Nov  6,  1354* 

* 

The  fifth  child  was  Tirzah,  who  was  born  April  3,  1734.  She 
was  married  to  Anan  Sanderson  Oct  3',  1303.  She  died  Oct  30,1354. 

She  had  some  children,  but  how  many,  or  what  became  of  them  I  do  not 
know . 


The  sixth  one  of  the  children  was  Betsey  who  was  born  Tune  21, 
1736.  She  lived  single  a  great  part  of  her  life,  and  taught  school 
a  great  part  of  her  time,  but  when  she  was  considerably  advanced  in 
life,  she  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Blakeslee,  but  I  do  not  know  when  it 
was . 

When  myself,  and  wife  were  East  last,  in  the  fall  of  1353,  we 

visited  her,  and  stayed  over  night.  She  was  then  a  widow,  and  was' 

living  in  her  own  house  in  the  Town  of  Hamden  in  New  Haven  County, 

Conn.  There  was  a  family  living  in  a  part  of  her  house,  so  that  she 

was  not  alone  there,  though  she  kept  house  by  herself.  She  died 

Oct  7,  1332,  aged  ninety  six  years  three  months,  and  sixteen  days. 

* 

The  seventh  of  the  children  was  Mabel  who  was  born  July  1,  1733 

„  / 

She  was  married  Aug  7,  1305  to  Leonard  Ives.  She  died  March  1,  1315. 
The  forgoing  is  all  I  know  about  her. 

The  eighth  and  last  child  of  the  family  was  Harriet  who  was 
born  Oct  15,  1790.  She  was  married  ” some  time”  to  Eldad  B  assett. 

Thus  writes  my  brother  in  law  Elias  Smith.  I  think  my  wife  said 
that  she  was  about  twenty  eight  year  s  old  at  that  time.  They 
removed  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  I  never  knew  much  about  them. 

She  died  Dec  13,  1342,  and  I  think  left  some  children. 

My  wife’s  grandfather  Stacy  was  some  time  in  the  army  under 
General  Washington  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  British.  He  was  paroled,  but  never  exchanged,  and  as  he  said 
continued  a  prisoner  as  long  as  he  lived,  but  that  did  not  prevent  hir 
turning  out  with  others  to  oppose  the  British  when  they  captured 
New  Haven  on  the  fifth  of  duly  1779.  He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
and  though  small  of  stature  was  quite  an  energetic  man. 
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He  died  April  1827,  aged  seventy' four  years  six  months, 
and  fourteen  days*  -His  wife  died  Sept  1,  1825  aged  seventy  two 
years  eleven  months,  and  fourteen  days* 

I  have  thus  written  what  my  brother  in  law,  Elias  Smith  has 
furnished  me  about  his  grand  parents,  and  their  families.  I  have 
also  put  in  some  things  that  I  remember  to  have  learned  from  my 
wife  about  them. 


Section  33 

Scraps  of  History, etc. 


I  insert  here  by  request  some  account  of  what  occurred  in  the 
family  of  one  of  the  ancestors  of  my  wife,  believing  the  account 
t  o  be  true  as  learned  by  my  wife 'from  her  mother  whose  grandmother 
and  uncles  were  the  subject  of  it. 

The  mother  LIrs.  Beach  and  her  two  sons  had  attended  and 
become  interested  in  the , preaching  of  the  Rev,  George  Whitfield 
who  was  thdn  making  a  great  stir  in  that  part  of  Connecticut  where 
they  lived. 

'  Going  ouf  of  town  to  meeting  was  then  and  there  forbidden  by 
law,  and  Mrs  Beach  having  been  accused  of  doing  so,  was  tried  and 
convicted  of  it  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  shillings 
or  b  e  whipped  at  the  public  sign  post.  As  the  United  States  were 
then  English  colonies  the  shillings  were  probably  English  currency 
and  would  amount  at  the  present  time  to  nearly  Ten  Dollars  of  our 
money.  Whipping  at  the  post  was  performed  by  stripping  the  culprit 
naked  above  the  waist  putting  the  arms  around  the  post  and  tying  them 
and  applying  the  whip  to  the  naked  back.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
special  favors  for  women.  Mrs  Beach's  husband  saved  her  from  the 
pain  and  disgrace  of  a  public  whipping  by  paying  the  fine. 

The  two  sons  of  Mrs  Beach  neglected  and  perhaps  refused  to 
pay  the  taxes  laid  on  them  by  the  Congregational”Church  and 
Society”  of  their  town  and  the  collector  went  to  the  barn  yard  of 
one  of  them  and  took  a  part  of  his  stock  and  sold  it  to  pay  the  tax 
and  cost,  and  he  being  a  very  quiet  man  made  no  resistance,  but  his 
brother  not  being  as  qui6t  when  the  collector  came  took  his  gun  and 
went  to  his  barn" yard  and  advised  -the  collector  to  let  things  there 
alone,  and  he  did  so  and  went  away,  and  I  believe  that  tax  was  never 
paid. 

0 

There  was  a  "Society”  connected  with  each  Congregational 
church  which  I  believe  included  the  church  members  and  any  other 
persons  that  chose  to  belong  to  it.  This  society  had  a  large  share 
in  business  matters  especially  financial  matters.  It  had  its 
stated  meetings  and  elected  officers  who  might  or  might  not  be 
church  members,  Viz:  a  Clerk  a  Treasurer,  a  Collector,  and  a 
Committee  of  three  I  believe  who  had  a  list  of  tax  payers  made  out 
with  the  amount  of  tax  for  each  including  every  person  in  the  town 
or  parish  who  owned  taxable  property  unless  they  proved  that  they 
paid  to  support  some  other  church.  This  tax  list  was  given  to  the 
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Collector  with  a  Justices  warrant  attached  to  it  which  authorized 
him  to  seize  and  sell  property  if  necessary  to  secure  the  tax  and  he 
went  rouhd'and  made  his  collections.  I  remember  well  when  the 
"Collector1’  took  a  man’s  ox  cart  and  would  no  doubt  have  sold  it 
but  the  man  paid  •the  money  and  thus  saved  his  cart. 

I  believe  there  was  a  time  in  Connecticut  when  every  one  had  to 
pay  taxes  to  the  Congregational  church  and  it 'was  so  I  think  in  the  ■ -J 
time  of  the  Beach’s  spoken  of  in  this  section,  but  at  some  time  the 
law  was  altered  so  as  to  excuse  those  who  could  prove  that  they 
paid  to  the  support  of  some  other  church.  This  latter  state  of 
things  continued  until  about  1319  or  1320  when  the  law  gave  all 
sects  equal  rights  and  gave  those  who  did  not  wish  to  pay  to  any  of 
them  liberty  to  do  as  they  pleased. 

The  word  town  meant  much  the  same  as  township  does  here.  The 
towns  were  generally  large  at  first  and  had  no  uniformity  of  size  or 
shape  and  were  generally  divided  into  parishes  each  of  which  had  a 
Congregational  church  which  had  within  parish  bounds  all  the  privileges 
of  any  other  such  church 

These  parishes  were  generally  made  towns  of  afterward  by  acts 
of  the  legislature. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  those  Congregationalists  were  worse  than 
other  people  but  think  that  the  power  to  oppress  others  is  not  safe 
in  the  hands  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  as  it  will  most  likely  be  used, 
and  I  think  that  having  a  number  of  religious  sects  keeps  any  one 
of  them  from  getting  the  power  to  oppress  others. 

This  section  was  put  here  by  the  same  hand  that  wrote  trie  rest 
of  the  book  but  between  three  and  four  years  after  the  rest  was 
written. 


•I  have  meant  to  be  correct  but  am  liable  to  make  mistakes,  and 
probably  more  so  than  when  I  was  younger  and  stronger,  for  I  am  now 
in  the  last  half  of  my  eighty  eighth  year,  and  so  feeble  through  old 
age  and  disease  as  to  be  confined  to  the  house  most  of  the  time  for 
over  a  year  past,  and  I  have  not  walked  ten  rods  at  any  one  time  in 
the  whole  of  that  time. 

Finished  the  foregoing  the  6th  of  Feb.  1392. 
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